lt,tt ~wirns, crawls, hops,
walks; or flies in a Boise
Casqade forest, chances
are.our forest scientists are
learning from it. We're
investing $2.5: m~Hion in·
comprehensive bioeiversity
research -learning how
different aspects of the
forest interact. Our .goal·

is to do an even better ~b
of sustaining -productive
timberlands whil& providin.g
wildlife habitat,.clean
wat'ersheds~ good sotl,
and recreation. Our
adVisory board of "resident
experts" is.playin9: a big role
:in 1his· effort.

Boise Cascade
www.bc.com

From Boise to Beijing and Manitoba to Melbourne, we have grown into a global agribusiness leader by emphasizing the same
principles of innovation, technology and quality that have shaped our company for more than 50 years. We're a major supplier
of food and the nutrients needed to grow it, and we welcome the opportunity to serve an expanding worldwide marketplace.

S 1mplot
Bringing Earth ' s Resources to Life

OOe'-ce on the way...

T

Newly Renovated Guest Rooms & Suites Featuring Data Hook-ups, Voice Mail,
In-Room Coffee & Free Cable Movies • Holidome Recreation Center with Pool,
Nautilus Center, Whirlpool, Video Game Room & 25' Video Wall

• Over 12,000 square feet of convention, meeting and banquet facilities.
• Full service catering • Simmering Pot restaurant
• Conversations Lounge • Easy Freeway Access (Exit 53, 1-84)

crJonvenientfJ!IocatefJ to (§/}Joise C'&onJne ~quat:e ~at4
(§/}Joise ~actot:'l/ C2uttets anfJ ~omntomn shoppinf;J.
The Holiday Inn Boise- Airport is located at 1-84 and Vista Avenue (Exit 53).
Just minutes from the Boise Convention Center, Capitol, BSU Campus, Shopping
and a variety of cultural and entertainment opportunities ...
no other location offers visitors better access to greater Boise.

3300 Vista Ave. Boise, Idaho 83 705

(208) 344-8365
Hotel Fax: (208) 343-9635
Worldwide Reservations: 1-800-HOLIDAY (465-4329)
Holiday Inn Worldwide: http://www.holiday-inn.com

II
BOISE STATE UNIVERSITY

VOL. XXIV NO. 3

SPRING 1999

FEATURES
TEACHING ALTRUISM
SWEET CHARITY
SMALL STEPS
MEDICAL ASSISTANCE
DOING THE RIGHT THINGS

16
21
22
27
28

DEPARTMENTS
FIRST WORD
CAMPUS NEWS
SEARCH
GIVING
ALUMNOTES

7
8
32
35
36

Community service takes a higher profile at Boise State and on other college campuses.
A group of generous Boise State students travels to Mexico to aid an orphanage.
Boise State social work students help low-income clients make strides to self-sufficiency.
An El Salvador hospital receives much-needed help from 14 Boise State student volunteers.
Profiles of charitable Boise Staters who lead by example.

FOCUS is published quarterly by the Boise
State University Office of News Services.

Let us take care of all your full color
printing needs.

PRESIDENT: Charles Ruch
PROVOST AND VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC
AFFAIRS: Daryl Jones
VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE AND
ADMINISTRATION: Buster Nee!
VICE PRESIDENT FOR INSTITUTIONAL ADVANCEMINT: William N. Ruud
VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT AFFAIRS: Peg
Blake

product can only be as
good as the sum of its
parts... the same is true of a printing
company... and with highly trained employees,
superior customer service, and state-of-the-art
equipment... our parts are second to none!

EDITOR: Larry Burke
STAFF WRITERS: Chris Bouneff, Janelle Brown,
Bob Evancho, Sherry Squires, Amy Stahl,
Melanie Threlkeld McConnell
TECHNICAL ASSISTANT: Justin Endow
PHOTOGRAPHY: Chuck Scheer
PHOTOGRAPHIC ASSISTANT: John Kelly
EDITORIAL ASSISTANT: Brenda Haight
ALUMNI NEWS: Donna Conner

entury Publishing Company is
committed to providing premier
quality pririilng at the lowest possible rates. We
have the sta~ and capabilities to produce your
entire magazine, catalog or brochure entirely
in-house, from start to finish.

ADVERTISING SALIS: P.V. Quinn & Co.,
1520 W. Washington Street, Boise, Idaho 83702
Phone: (208) 385-0338

P.O. Box 730
Coeur d' Alene, ID
83816
(208) 765·6300
(800) 824·1806

PUBLISHING INFORMATION: FOCUS' address is
BSU Education Building, Room 724, 1910 University
Drive, Boise, Idaho 83725. Phone: (208) 426-1577.
Letters regarding editorial matters should be sent to
the editor. Unless otherwise specified, all articles may
be reprinted as long as appropriate credit is given to
the author, Boise State University and FOCUS
magazine. Diverse views are presented and do not
necessarily reflect the opinions of FOCUS or the
official policies of Boise State University.
ADDRESS CHANGES: Send changes (with address
label if possible) to the BSU Alumni Office, 1910
University Drive, Boise, Idaho 83725. If you receive
duplicate copies of the magazine, please notify the
Alumni Office at the above address. Friends of the
university who wish to receive FOCUS may do so by
submitting their names and addresses to the Alumni
Office. Address changes can also be sent by e-mail to
bsualum@boisestate.edu
E-MAIL:Readers may contact the FOCUS editor by
e-mail at lburke@bsumail.idbsu.edu
HOME PAGE: FOCUS can be found on the World
Wide Web at http://smitcnt.idbsu.edu/pit/FOCUS/
homelhome.html

~you

like where your career is going? Is the path you're on a fast track or a dead
end? And what about your income, are you happy with that. Wouldn't you like to feel
good about what you do? Then you're exactly the kind of person Northwestern Mutual
Life is looking for. You'd receive the best investment in your future- training. The kind
no one else can match. The kind you need so you can run your own business. What's
more you'd represent a company that has the highest possible financial ratings from
Standard & Poor's, Moody's, A.M. Best and Duff & Phelps. Call Jan Fleck, recruiter,
at (208) 383-0210 if the road you're on is going nowhere.
It's time to get on track.

The Rice Agency
1555 Shoreline Dr. Suite 210
Boise, Idaho 83702
(208) 383-0210

North~~tern

Mutual Lite®

The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company • M1lwaukee, WI

The Quiet Compan/

For sales career onportvnilic' 1-800-CALL- NML

6

FOCUS/SPRING 1999

hup://www.NorthwestemMutual.com

ABOUT THE COVER: As in the story of the lion and

the mouse, acts of charity and kindness often
have a lifelong impact on both the recipient and
the giver. In this issue of FOCUS, we look at
volunteerism at Boise State and highlight the
generosity and compassion of some members of
the Boise State community- including stories
about two groups of Boise State students who
traveled to Latin America, providing assistance
to a Mexican orphanage and an El Salvador
hospital. Illustration by Boise State art professor
William Carman.
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RUN THE UNIVERSITY LIKE A BUSINESS? YES AND NO.
By Charles Ruch, President

n this era of fast-paced change,
downsizing and limited resources, the
frequently held opinion is that if universities were managed more like the private sector, our efficiency and effectiveness
would dramatically increase.
Well, yes and no. Like
most complex issues, simple
solutions are seductive, but
not always applicable. Here
are a few thoughts about
our efforts and limitations
in this regard.
For those who do not
spend their lives in colleges
and universities, our structure, process and culture appear mysterious. Yet, internally, these elements serve
to define the uniqueness of
an institution of higher education. From the outside we look a lot like a
large corporation. We have corporate officers and divisions, established business practices and a desire to serve our clients.
Yet, this same organization, viewed from
the inside, looks more like a shopping mall
- common physical superstructure, many
independent units with considerable autonomy and limited interchangeability of
functions. The core of a university is the
faculty, with each performing similar functions - teaching, scholarship and service.
Yet, they very much are single specialists in
their areas of intellectual interest.
Furthermore, as a creation of the state,
public colleges and universities have many
of the characteristics of state government.
Our human resources, purchasing and facilities are governed by state statute and regulation. Our governance must conform to state
statute and open meeting laws. While the
state's general account provides about 38
percent of the university's revenues, all expenditures are subject to state regulation.
Finally, there is the matter of institutional
culture that is so important to the success of
any enterprise. We are made up of three
cultures, each contributing to the mission of
a university - to provide for the creation,
dissemination and application ofknowledge.
The academic culture places the highest
value on learning and teaching. This culture
is enhanced by a desire to suspend judgment
until all the evidence has been presented, a
willingness to explore the widest variety of

questions- even those not held in popular
regard - and a willingness to openly challenge positions held in high regard. The more
robust the academic environment, the more
intellectual discourse, debate, and in some
cases, disagreements.

The student affairs culture is dedicated to
the proposition that important learning occurs in areas beyond the classroom. Interpersonal and physical development are the
purposes of student affairs programming.
Leadership, citizenship and public service
are part of that mission.
Finally, universities are indeed businesses.
As such they need to be conducted consistent with the best of business practices. Efficiency, cost effectiveness, outstanding service, focused mission- these are important
dimensions of this element of the university.
It is to this sector that much of our efforts at
responding to the challenge to "run the university like a business" are being directed.
A few examples:
Our signature project is the total redesign
of our management information system,
moving from a mainframe to a distributed
and integrated computing environment.
Project ACCESS is a coordinated effort to
re-engineer each function and then design
and install the appropriate computer support. Our efforts in this area follow the traditional corporate model. Teams are empowered to examine all aspects of a function,
identify the key steps, assign responsibilities, reduce or eliminate redundancy and
interconnect with other functions.
Project ACCESS is having a dramatic effect on how this campus does business. To
date 10 teams involving more than 150 individuals have completed four process innovation projects for student registration, stu-

dent financial aid, accounts payable/purchasing, and human resources/payroll. Additional
components will be added this year.
We should enter the new millennium with
a system that is user friendly, integrated and
Y2K dependable. More importantly, we will
have adapted all our business functions to meet current demands, established
a culture of re-examination
and improvement, and
built the infrastructure for
cost effectiveness.
Similarly, entertainment
and service venues - including the Velma Morrison
Center for the Performing
Arts, The Pavilion, Bronco
Stadium and the Student
Union- have all developed
multiyear business plans.
Each is conducted as a small business, and as
such is facing all of the marketplace changes
occurring across the Treasure Valley.
Finally, the university is always looking
for constructive partnersHips and entrepreneurial opportunities. We are developing
new relations between the Idaho State Botanical Gardens and our horticulture program and with the Boise and Meridian schools
in the development of a transportation
training center. In addition, we have anumber of collaborative research and/or service
activities with the private sector.
In many ways, Boise State has accepted
the challenge to be "run like a business." But
only so far. Otherwise departments with low
enrollments any given year might disappear,
the library might not purchase volumes that
only a few might read, important issues might
not be discussed or debated, wild ideas might
not be explored, or social or historical commentary might be excluded from the public
discourse.
Our core functions - teaching and learning, research and scholarship, and public
service- are not malleable into a corporate
model or, for that matter, a governmental
model. Universities are - and must continue to be- unique organizations.
Universities need a businesslike approach
to their business function - a part but not
the whole of a university.
As always, I appreciate your comments. I
can be reached at (208) 426-1491 or through
e-mail: cruch@boisestate.edu. 0
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SPRING ENROLLMENT
SURPASSES FALL' S

Boise State student Joey Victoria, from left, gives high school students Dunia Flores, Raquel
Castillo and Viridiana Torres a lab tour for the Hispanic Mentor for a Day program. Sixty
students attended the program during the Mexican American Studies Conference in March.

BOISE STATE BUDGET INCREASED SLIGHTLY
The 1999 Idaho Legislature approved a
4.9percent increase in higher education budgets for the fiscal year that begins in July.
The new budget, says Boise State President Charles Ruch, will provide funds to
accommodate a portion of the university's
recent growth and salary increases for faculty and staff.
Boise State's final budget won't be determined until the State Board of Education
allocates the funds later this spring.
But preliminary estimates indicate that
Boise State will receive an increase of more
than $3.5 million to its base budget. Of that,
$1.7 million will go toward a 3 percent increase in salaries and benefits. Another
$861,000 will result from the "workload adjustment" formula that is used to help universitiesmeet the costs of enrollment growth.
"This is basically a maintenance budget,"

Ruch says. "But given the needs of public
education, corrections, health and welfare
and other agencies, this is about what we
expected."
The Legislature also approved $500,000
to renovate the campus' technology infrastructure. The university requested $9.8 million to relocate and upgrade data cables,
rewire buildings and modernize classrooms
with new computer and multimedia technologies.
"I am encouraged by their initial support.
We have laid the groundwork to return with
another request," Ruch says.
Also included in the appropriation is a
new "excellence initiative" that provides
$1.3 million in matching funds for universities to address faculty needs in high-technology fields. Funds will be divided among the
state's universities and college. 0

Enrollment at most universities almost
always drops from fall to spring semesters.
But that wasn't the case this spring at
Boise State, where enrollment surpassed the
fall total for the first time since 1981.
A record 15,832 students enrolled for
spring classes. That is 88 more than last fall
and a 3 percent increase over last spring's
15,384 student total.
Such a lqrge increase in spring students is
very unusual, says Mark Wheeler, dean of
enrollment services. "Five years ago we had
1,400 fewer students in the spring semester
than the fall. Each year we have narrowed
that gap, but this exceeded even our high
expectations." (Se'e enrollment chart page
14.)
The growth, says Wheeler, demonstrates
that Boise State's efforts to offer new programs are being well received. Enrollment is
up in engineering, now in its third year. And
Boise State's outreach programs in Canyon
County and Gowen Field also recorded enrollment increases.
"It's affirming to see that new programs,
and new ways of delivering them, are being
well received," Wheeler says.
The strong enrollment figures also stem
from a record number of new freshmen who
attended last fall, an increased number of
new freshmen who entered this spring, and a
20 percent increase in the number of students enrolled in applied technology programs.
Wheeler says Boise State's enrollment
continues to grow at a steady and managed
rate.
"We can serve everyone's needs better
when we operate efficiently - consistent
enrollment from semester to semester allows that," he says. 0

GRANT BRINGS TOP STUDENTS TO BOISE FOR SUMMER RESEARCH
Standout students from across the nation
will come to Boise State the next three summers to gain invaluable research experience
in the university's growing microelectronics
program.
"Undergraduates don't typically have the
opportunity to actually perform research, so
we want to give them a taste so they will
consider attending graduate school," says
electrical engineering professor Susan
Burkett, who will be the principal researcher
for the program along with her husband,
8
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Boise computer systems professor John
Lusth.
A $198,000 grant from the National Science Foundation will pay for student scholarships and other program expenses.
Each summer 10 visiting students will develop skills in areas such as clean room procedures and systems, alternative wafer-cleaning techniques, computer modeling and polymer processing.
According to Burkett, the program will
emphasize attracting qualified students

from groups that are underrepresented in
engineering and the sciences.
"We want all qualified students to apply,
but in particular we are targeting students
from historically black colleges and tribal
colleges," she says. "Many of these schools
do not have the laboratory facilities available at Boise State."
Much of the student research, she adds,
will take place in the Idaho Microfabrication
Laboratory, a newly constructed clean room
outfitted with $2.25 million in equipment. 0

GOING GLOBAL
WITH NEW GRANTS
A new $138,000 grant awarded by the
U.S. Department of Education will form the
foundation for the development of a Boise
State University Center for Global Entrepreneurship with a regional emphasis on
Mexico.
The two-year grant creates exciting new
learning opportunities for students and
supports businesses hoping to increase
trade with Mexican companies, says Kevin
Learned of the College ofBusiness and Economics' Entrepreneurship program. Mexico
is now Idaho's No.2 trading partner.
With the additional funds, Boise State can
establish a new academic emphasis for global entrepreneurship, create a new capstone
course on global entrepreneurship strategy,
and institute a business certificate program
targeting Idaho companies with untapped
export potential. It also expands a pilot exchange program with a university in
Guadalajara, which is located in Idaho's sister state ofJalisco.
The grant proposal was submitted by
Learned, who was named president of
Albertson College of Idaho in late March,
and Nancy Napier, director of Boise State's
International Business Consortium with assistance from IB coordinator Stephanie Hunt.
"We're trying to teach students to integrate what they learn in international business and entrepreneurship courses and give
them a central perspective," says Learned.
"Graduating students who are more knowledgeable is important to the labor pool."
Global entrepreneurship students will be
required to complete an internship funded,
in part, by a $55,000 two-year grant from the
Kauffman Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership. The Idaho Small Business Development Center, working closely with the Idaho
Innovation Center in Idaho Falls, will coordinate internships with businesses in Boise
and eastern Idaho.
It's hoped that new global entrepreneurship programs will give small businesses more
tools to be successful in the global marketplace. Of Idaho's 3,000 small businesses, 17
percent currently engage in international
trade.
This is the fourth grant Boise State has
received in six years through the U.S. Department of Education. Previous grants enhanced the international curriculum and
strengthened links between the university,
business and government through courses
and training for faculty to teach international business courses. They have also assisted Boise State's International Business
program in efforts to strengthen relationships with the Idaho Department of Commerce, the Boise Area Chamber of Commerce, and the business community. 0
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THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES
Key leaders in Boise State's move to university
status 25 years ago returned to campus Feb. 22
for the anniversary banquet. Attending the recreation of the historic bill-signing ceremony
were former student body president Doug
Shanholtz and Gov. Cecil Andrus (both seated)
and President John Barnes (standing to the
right of Andrus) with 14 legislators who voted
on the university bill. The 25th anniversary
celebration also included a party for faculty,
staff and students, a reception for members of
the Athletic Hall of Fame, a reunion offormer
student body officers and a reception for
theater patrons attending Cinderella

GRADS TRAIN FOR NEW TEACHING CAREERS

Fellowship winner ElainaHall receives guidance from faculty adviser John Freemuth.

HONORS STUDENT
WINS FELLOWSHIP
The management of public lands has long
been influenced by a mix of science and
politics. This summer, Boise State honors
student Elaina Hall will research how that
mixture has affected decision making within
the National Park Service.
Hall is the first recipient of the Boise
Cascade Environmental Fellowship, which
was funded with a $50,000 donation from the
Boise-based company last May. The annual
fellowship is intended to give honors students the opportunity to research environmental issues. It is the first research fellowship offered to Boise State undergraduates.
A political science major from Aberdeen,
Hall will examine how combining the National Biological Service with the U.S. Geological Survey has affected science-based
ecological decision making within the National Park Service.
This summer, Hall will examine scientific
studies and decisions undertaken in several
national parks and monuments before and
after the NBS was integrated into the USGS.
Political science professor John Freemuth,
an expert on natural resource policy, is Hall's
adviser for the project. 0

For Jaime Campbell, the desire to become
a teacher came after he was already wellestablished in his career as a juvenile services social worker dealing with troubled
teens.
Too late to change career paths?
Not at Boise State, where a new teacher
education program has given Campbell and
eight fellow graduate students, called interns, an opportunity to begin second careers as teachers.
"Each day that I worked with kids in
trouble, I realized that if I was to help them,
it might be more effective when they were
younger and still in school," says Campbell,
a 1995 Boise State psychology graduate.
To prepare them for their new calling, the
interns are participating in Curriculum Connections, a program designed to move nontraditional teachers-in-training into the classroom environment during their first semester so they can integrate instructional theory
from the college classroom with teaching
experiences in the public schools.
Boise State's instructional faculty visit the
interns and their supervisory teachers in their
classrooms each week to observe and provide guidance. /
"It's neat to sludy teaching methods in
class one day and then see that in practice in
the classroom the next," says Jane Walther,
an aspiring French teacher.

The interns spend their first semester observing, tutoring and assisting teachers in
Boise's junior and senior high schools. The
second semester they begin their full-time
student teaching assignments. And throughout the year, they take enough graduatelevel courses to earn master's degrees in
education.
"Critics of traditional teacher education
training programs claim teachers-in-training don't get enough practical classroom
experience mixed in with their academic
studies," says secondary education professor Scott Willison, program coordinator.
"That's why it's so important that new
teachers have as much classroom experience
as possible."
Teresa Harrison, an assistant professor of
education, points to another benefit of the
Curriculum Connection program: It attracts
a cadre of new teachers who bring a wealth
of "real world" experience with them.
"We are seeing non-traditional students
who have had successful careers become
teachers so they can share their life experiences with young people," she says. "They
become a very valuable resource to the education process." 0
Applications are being accepted for the
second group of Curriculum Connections
interns. More information is available by calling (208) 426-1964.

PROGRAM RENEWS TIES WITH ASIA U.
Twenty-nine students from Asia University in Tokyo joined the Boise State campus
community in February for a month of language instruction and cultural exchanges.
Boise State signed an agreement with Asia
University to host students annually under
the Junior College Asia Program. The program is a version of the Asia University
America Program, which Boise State hosted
until1998 when Japanese officials canceled
the yearlong exchange program because of
waning student interest in foreign studies.

The Japanese students lived on campus
and attended cultural events and intensive
English classes. The students were on break
from their classes in Tokyo while in Boise.
Coordinator Molly O'Shea says that Asia
University sought a chance to renew ties
with Boise State after canceling the AU AP
exchange.
Despite the loss of AUAP, foreign exchange enrollment is up 5 percent this year
to 237 students. About 30 Boise State students will study abroad this spring. 0
FOCUS/ SPRING 1999
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BOISE STATE READY TO RUN WITH NATIONAL TRACK MEET
By Bob Evancho
They should. The 1994 meet was run
Hosting the 1999 NCAA Track and Field
Championships is a "logistical nightmare" smoothly and under ideal conditions; Boise
for Herb Criner. And he means it quite State also set an overall record attendance of
literally.
34,816 for four days and an overall paid
"I wake up in the middle of the
night lots of times," says Boise State's
assistant athletic director for operations. "I'll lay there and retrace my
steps from the day before and think
about what I've got to get done tomorrow. The meet is two and a half
months away, but I feel like that's
still not enough time."
Criner will likely lose more sleep
until the meet is held June 2-5 at
Bronco Stadium. After all, as meet
director he's spearheading the huge
effort to host one of the world's premier track and field events.
Maybe if he hadn't done such a Herb Criner is jumping some high hurdles to bring
NCAA national track meet to Boise June 2-5.
good job when Boise State hosted
the NCAAs in 1994, Criner wouldn't be record attendance of 26,916. Both continue
facing this daunting task again this year. to be the record attendance marks for the
Modesty prevents him from taking his fair event. The largest single-day crowd at the
amount of credit, but in track and field circles '94 meet was 10,493 on the final day.
it's well-known that Boise State threw one
So Criner is back at it again, running the
heckuva meet in '94.
show for the 78th collegiate track champion"The response is amazing," Criner says. ships for men and 18th for women. His duties
include coordinating and shuffling a large
"They love Boise."

amount of humanity during the four days.
The event will draw not only 750 athletes
and 500 coaches from more than 150 Division I schools, but also 175 officials, 200
2 support stafff, 150 media representa~ tives and between 75-lOOmedical peri'l sonnel. With the obvious exception of
rn the media members, all those who
work at the meet - even the physi~ cians-dosoon a volunteer basis and
must commit to the entire four days,
says Criner.
Criner reports that the facilities in
Bronco Stadium will be shipshape by
the time the meet rolls around. "We
put new surface granules on the track
and jumping areas, and we need to
work on the grass field at the north
end of the stadium. But that shouldn't
the
be a problem once the growing season
begins," he says.
Criner certainly will be relieved when the
meet is over. But he won't have much time to
relax because there's another national athletic event to host. In 2000, the Boise State
gymnastics team will host the NCAA National Championship Finals in The Pavilion.
More than likely, Criner's sleepless nights
will then return. 0

i

--------------------------------·

IDEA?
Have some wild ideas ? They
aren't so wild to us. The Student
Union provides outstanding
facilities and premier catering.
Let us provide a special touch
that will leave a lasting
.
.
1mpress10n.

•
fiNE HOST
EIOISLbTATEUNIVERSITY

For more information call (208) 426•1677
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WRESTLER KIRK WHITE WINS NCAA TITLE
And now there are four.
the Broncos lost to New Mexico State in the
standout Kirk White became Big West Tournament championship game.
Bergersen was the third league MVP in
the fourth individual in Boise State history
to reach the pinnacle of intercollegiate ath- universi ty history. Chris Childs and Arnell
letic competition on March 20 when he won Jones were Big Sky players of the year
the 165-pound diviin 1989 and 1988, resion at the 1999
spectively.
NCAA National
ill Bergersen also set a
Championships at
~ school single-season
Penn State.
~ scoring record with
White , a junior
~ 644 points and fino ished among the top
from Tacoma,Wash.,
became the Broncos'
10 scorers in the nafirst national wrestion.
tling champion when
The Boise State
he defeated Rodney
WOMEN ' S BASKET·
Jones of Oklahoma
BALL team finished
the regular season at
3-1 in the title match,
13-14. They qualified
finishing the 1998-99
season with a 39-1
for the Big West
record.
National champ Kirk White won all but one Tournament, but lost
match this season.
76-74 in overtime to
White joins skier
Bill Shaw (1974 slalom) and track athletes Long Beach State in the first round. Senior
Jake Jacoby (1984 outdoor high jump) and center Jenny Hodges earned honorable menEugene Green (1991 indoor triple jump) as tion honors.
By the slimmest of margins, the Boise
Boise State's only NCAA individual national
champions.
State GYMNASTICS team, ranked 23rd in the
Boise State's other two national champs nation, captured the Big West championare the 1958 and 1980 football teams, which ship, upsetting No. 18 Utah State 195.475 to
took the junior college and
195.2.ItwastheBronDivision 1-AA titles, respeccos' second-best score
tively.
fo the season.
The previous top finish at
Junior Louise Cashthe national tournament by a
mere was the Broncos'
lone individual winner at the
Boise State wrestler was Scott
Big West meet, which was
Barrett's runner-up finish in
the 126-pound class in 1982.
~~~~ held March 27 in Fullerton,
Larry Quisel, wrestling in
~.-,..,~ Calif., claiming thefloortitle
with a school-record 9.95.
the 157-pound division, finished
Shot-putter Jarred Rome took Allthird in the national meet, going 8-0
America honors for the third time when he
in the consolation bracket after a
first-roundloss. As a team, the Bronfinished lOth in his event at the NCAA
cos finished in lOth place.
Indoor National TRACK AND FIELD ChampiWhite and Quisel won the
onships, which were held in Indianapolis in
early March.
Pac-10 individual titles in their
A two-time All-American in the discus,
weight divisions, as the Broncos
took second as a team, their highRome switched his focus to the shot put
est finish since joining the
during the '99 indoor season. His best
effort in the shot put this year was 61league.
feet, 8-1/2 inches.
Quisel and White, along
with teammates K.C. Rock,
After taking second place in the
Big· West Eastern Division , the
Kyle Klozios, Dax McMillan
and Rusty Cook, qualified for
Bronco VOLLEYBALL team welcomed
the NCAA National Champinew head coach Fred Sturm, who
onships.
previously coached
In other sports news:
the U.S. women's
Olympic team.
Led by Big West Player
In late April the
of the Year Roberto
Bergersen,
the
MEN'S
BAS·
Bronco
WOMEN ' S
0
t3 KETBALL team captured its
GOLF team will host
the Big West cham~ first Eastern Dipionships at Boise's
~ vision title and
SpurWing Country
~ finished 21-8.
.
.
Q
Unfortunately, Bergersen set a smgle-season scormg record.
Club.O
WRESTLING

CATCH THE LARGER VISION

Change your thinking ...
change your life

GOD IS OUR SOURCE
Rev. George welcomes you to
Join us Sundays
Meditation 10:00 AM
Service 10:30 AM
Boise First Church of
Religious Science
600 N. Curtis Rd, Ste. 105, Boise

Office: 3 75~07 51
Dial~A~Prayer 375~0791

J

june 3, 4 & 5

at the
Shakespeare Festival
Amphitheater
Call for tickets
345-3531
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CONFERENCE DRAWS
TOP SET THEORISTS

Students and faculty members like biology professor Jim Smith, above, can conduct experiments in the new research greenhouse next to the Science-Nursing building.

NEW GREENHOUSE ENHANCES RESEARCH
A new state-of-the art greenhouse at Boise
State will boost the biology department's
research and teaching efforts.
The 1,800-square-foot greenhouse, located
just south of the Science-Nursing Building,
officially opened in mid-March. The building was designed by Matter Maxey architects of Boise and cost about $300,000. General contractor was the Guho Corp. of Eagle.
The greenhouse includes an area for potting plants and four separate compartments
that can be individually controlled for temperature, shading, artificial light and other
environmental factors. That allows researchers to grow plants that require vastly different growing conditions, something that
wasn't possible in an older one-room greenhouse the biology department had used for
many years.
Fqr example, Marcia Wicklow-Howard is
creating arid conditions for experiments into

how a fungi called mycorrhizae grow in different soil conditions, while Jim Smith is
setting controls in his compartment to provide warm, shady conditions for his research
into tropical plants. And Steve Novak is
creating climate conditions similar to those
found in the Boise Foothills for his studies
examining genetic differences between
cheatgrass and medusahead rye.
"I finally have a place to conduct my experiments," says Smith, who had previously
rigged up a terrarium in his office for his
research because the old greenhouse got too
hot for his tropical plants to grow.
The department's old greenhouse will be
maintained at its site adjacent to the new
building and used as a holding facility for
plants and for student experiments and instruction. A native plants garden will be
expanded this spring to surround the greenhouse area. 0

SPRING ENROLLMENT
For the first time since 1981, enrollment this spring surpassed last fall. The
decrease in enrollment from fall to spring semesters has declined for the past four
years at Boise State. (See story page 8.)
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YEAR

FALL

SPRING

DIFFERENCE

1993-94

15,296

14,446

Minus 850

1994-95

15,099

13,733

Minus 1,366

1995-96

14,969

14,373

Minus 596

1996-97

15,137

15,002

Minus 135

1997-98

15,467

15,375

Minus 92

1998-99

15,744

15,832

Plus88
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In the vast world of mathematics, getting
together with colleagues who share similar
research interests often isn't easy.
Time and distance are factors. So is the
highly specialized nature of the work.
Sure, there are a few multi-disciplinary
conferences every year, but they tend to
be large and highly structured, offering
limited time for small gatherings and the
informal give-and-take that can lead to new
insights.
But at Boise State University, an international conference held on campus each spring
is making it easier for like-minded mathematicians to meet. BEST- Boise Extravaganza in Set Theory - brings together top
set theorists from around the globe for three
days of presentations, dinners and conversations.
This year's conference, held during spring
break, attracted experts from South Africa,
Japan, Russia, Germany, the United States
and other countries. They spent their days
doing plenty of talking- and listening.
"Mathematics is a social activity. We need
time to exchange ideas, as well as to work
things out on our own," says Boise State
mathematics professor Marion Scheepers,
who joined with his colleagues Tomek
Bartoszynski and Andrei Roslanowski in
organizing BEST.
Adds Bartoszynski: "Many big conferences run on tight schedules, with the hotels
far away and everybody leaving after the
main presentations. But at our conference,
we eat dinner together. Most people stay in
hotels near campus. It's an enjoyable and
very productive time. "
Set theory involves the mathematical study
of the concept of infinity and is connected
with logic.
Bartoszynski compares the discipline to a
foreign language that only those who have
studied it can understand.
"It's not that what we do is difficult, but it
is very specialized," Bartoszynski says.
The Boise Extravaganza in Set Theory
conference was started in 1992 and is supported by a $5,000 National Science Foundation grant and other funding.
For University of Kansas mathematics
professor Judy Roitman, the BEST conference is a chance to find out what's new in her
field.
"I've only been able to attend a few times
because of other commitments, but it's always been one of my favorite conferences,"
she says. "The major speakers tend to be
very well chosen. Also, you don't feel overwhelmed by too much going on. You find
yourself talking to people with slightly different areas of interest, which can be quite
helpful." 0

STUDENTS, FACULTY BRING HOME NATIONAL AWARDS
viding the halftime entertainStudent authors debaters,
ment at athletic events, won
and playwrights were among
the same title in 1993.
several members of the Boise
RICHARD LEISY, a senior conState family who have received
struction management major
national recognition in recent
from American Falls, took first
months. Here are the national
place in the James L. Allhands
award winners:
Essay Contest. Leisy's award
Teammates BROOKE BALDmarks the second straight year
WIN, Idaho Falls, and TOBIN
that a BSU construction manSTEISKAL, Blackfoot, captured
agement student has placed
first place in the Open Division
first in the nationwide compeof National Parliamentary Detition, which is sponsored by
bate. Boise State's speech and
the National Associated Gendebate team finished fourth in
eral Contractors Education and
the Overall Sweepstakes comResearch Foundation.
petition at the 1998-99 Pi Kappa
Nursing professor PAM
Delta National Debate TourGEHRKE was awarded the 1998
nament, which was held in
Public Health Nurse Creative
March in Fargo, N.D.
Achievement Award by the
The Boise State SIGMA TAU National debate champs Tobin Steiskal, left, and Brooke Baldwin
Public Health Nursing Section
DELTA affiliate was named one
of the outstanding chapters in the nation by the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts of the American Public Health Association.
the English honor society. The chapter in Washington, D.C., in April as part of the The prestigious national award is presented
claimed the same honor in 1996 and was national American College Theatre Festi- to a nursing professional for creative contributions to public health nursing.
named the national organization's outstand- val.
MARRI CHAMPIE, a recent English graduate
The HARVEY NEEF MAN ELINE DANCERS caping new chapter in 1990. English professor
Helen Lojek serves as faculty adviser.
tured first place in Division I of the dance/ from Kuna, took second and third place in
English major TAMARA SHORES' play Why porn competition at the United Spirit Asso- the national Isaac Asimov Award for UnDon't We Fish? won the Ten-Minute Play ciation national competition in Las Vegas. dergraduate Writing in Science Fiction and
division at the Northwest Drama Confer- The Maneline Dancers, a group of 19 Boise Fantasy. Champie is currently enrolled in
ence, and was selected for presentation at State students who are best known for pro- Boise State's English graduate program. 0

BOISE STATE uNIVERSITY

INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS
5fmester, Year-long and Summer Programs
Adventure to countries you have always dreamed of! Become fluent in a second or third language!
Make international friends and develop cutting edge business and career contacts!

With BSU International Programs - the world is your classroom!
Pau, France

•

Bilbao, Spain

Ltineburg, Germany

•

Copenhagen, Denmark

•

San Sebastian, Spain

Bangkok, Thailand

•

•

St. Andrews, Scotland

Morelia, Mexico
Heredia, Costa Rica

•
•

•

Brighton, England

•

Ouebec, Canada

•

Turin, Italy

•

Beer Sheva, Israel
•

Victoria, Australia
Reading, England

•

Msida, Malta

Santiago, Chile

Puntarenas, Costa Rica • Chengdu, China
~ -----------------------

FoR MoRE INFoRMATION Cm: (208) 426-3652
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Kindness
The notion ol doing good
deeds has been around
almost as long as humankind
itself. But performing
charitable acts, fostering
civic·mindedness and helping

101
Students learn by
giving of themselves
By Amy Stahl

those less fortunate are
concepts that don't always

nee a week, Boise State nursing professor

come naturally.

Joanne Springer holds class in a cramped
office in a downtown homeless shelter. Far

Nevertheless, there are

from the hallways of the city's antisepti-

indications on college

cally clean hospitals, Springer and her

campuses nationwide that

students help desperate patients seeking

we are becoming a more

benevolent society. In this

free health-care services.

special section, FOCUS

Volunteering at the Community House shelter isn't a

illustrates how Boise State is

requirement of Springer's job- nor is it part of the nurs-

doing its part to maintain
that trend toward goodwill.

ing curriculum. But Springer believes it's worth the time to
guide students into volunteer service.
"It's an important thing for faculty to do," she says.
"Once students experience [community service], they feel
better about it."
A growing number of Boise State students are catching
on. In the last six years, student activists have successfully
lobbied for funds to support two new programs- Volunteer Services Board and Service Learning - that link the
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Volunteering to work with kids
at Head Start has given Boise
State social work major Viilney
Bruce new confidence in her
parenting and provided a fresh
perspective on her class work.

university with
£ where peop le
c
local non-profit
R develop
the
agencies.
Qhabit of serving
The programs
~ others."
are growing in
§ Education, he
popularity, with
cl says, can help
about 1,600 stustudents "underdents pitching in
stand
that
for VSB prothere's a way to
gramsin1997-98
live one's life
- nearly triple
besides taking
that of 1994-95.
care of oneself.
About 100 stuThere are other
dents have enrewards."
rolled in Service
Nursing proLearning since
fessor Springer
its found ing in
adds that the
1996.
spirit of giving
Boise State's
isn't necessarily
surge of voluningrained in evteer activity reeryone. Generaflects a national
tional differtrend. Campus
ences may exCompact, a netplain how her
work of college
students view
and university
community serpresidents who The Idaho Food Bank Warehouse was one ofseveral organizations assisted by Boise State fac ulty, staff vice, she says.
have incorpo- and students during the annual Into the Streets project coordinated by the Volunteer Services Board.
"You have to
rated commube kind of an old
nity service into their schools' missions, has selves to improve the plight of our most '60s radical to walk into a place and say:
'What can I do now?' Gen Xers were born in
grown from four to 565 members in just 14 underserved populations, he says.
years.
Boise State history professor Robert Sims a time of plenty. They weren't essential to
"We are seeing more and more presidents also points to some unseen societal tensions the fa mily's survival," she says. "When they
emphasize the role of community service in that may be undermining volunteer partici- get into some projects that are significa nt, it
their universities. This is especially true of pation. Rather than moving collectively for- might be the first time they've really been
metropolitan universities, where the con- ward, Sims believes that society is becoming engaged."
More and more students are discovering
nection to their communities is strong," says more fragme nted.
Boise State President Charles Ruch, a mem"We tend to regard the primacy of the the value ofthat engagement through Boise
ber of Campus Compact.
individual so highly that we're not always State's Volunteer Services Board.
Despite the seemingly rosy picture, some attuned to society," says Sims. "People
Director Toni Lawson reels off a list of
observers wonder whether those who say struggle with this notion of balancing student volunteers who work at Community
they volunteer are working in areas where altruism with the notion of taking care of House, Mountain States R efugee Center
they are most needed.
No.1."
and the Literacy Lab. Most students, she
For example, in a 1997 article in U.S.
Like Springer, Sims feels that higher edu- says, prefer projects with personal interacNews & World Report, congressional aide cation has a respo nsibility to teach students tion.
Michael J. Gerson asserts that volunteers about the importance of community leaderAnd she says student volunteers from a
aren't serving where society needs them most ship.
variety of majors lead projects - an Easter
- helping the homeless, family counseling,
"We need to create opportunities for stu- egg hunt for kids with special needs is coortutoring or substance abuse prevention. dents to serve, to have those experiences," dinated by the Council for Exceptional StuVolunteers aren't willing to pledge them- Sims says. "We need to set up circumstances dents, a reading program for homeless

STUDENTS FORGO SPRING BREAK TANS TO HELP SEATTLE'S HOMELESS
While some students were working on
their tans or racing down ski slopes, a
group of Boise State volunteers helped
homeless and low-income people in
Seattle as part of a new Alternative
Spri ng Break program sponsored by
Boise State's Service Learning program
and the Volunteer Services Board.
Alternative Spring Break gives
students an opportunity to provide
community service in an area of need.
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The program was created at the request of
Boise State students and is modeled after
similar spring-break activities sponsored by
other campuses around the nation.
About 20 students worked at three
Seattle non-profit agencies. At the
Northwest Harvest statewide food bank,
volunteers sorted food items and served
meals. They assisted with cleanup and
built a storage area for distributing clothing
at the Downtown Emergency Service

Center's homeless shelter. And at the
Fremont Public Association, volunteers
did maintenance and socialized with
elderly residents in low-income housing.
The week wasn 't all work and no play,
says Rose Olson, Service Learning
coordinator. Although the volunteers
were expected to work full time during
the day, evenings were open for sightseeing, cultural events and other
activities. 0

children is led by the English Majors Association, and a lawn mower safety class is
taught by applied technology students.
For most groups, volunteers provide more
than an extra pair of hands to work on odd
jobs here and there. At the Head Start preschool programs serving Ada and Elmore
counties, director Louis Landry depends on
unpaid labor to meet his budget. He has
put a $21,000 price tag on the "in-kind"
volunteer services he received in 1998 from
Boise State students majoring in nursing,
social work, accounting, education and business.
In the last year, Boise State students tackled a range of tasks at Head Start. They
helped teachers in the classroom, laid bricks
for a new walkway, helped families find financial assistance, improved bookkeeping
procedures and crafted a new marketing
campaign. "They just roll up their sleeves
and get into the classroom," Landry says.
But getting them there takes creativity.
"People's lives are very busy. If you're going
to run a volunteer program, you have to be
flexible," says Landry. "If you're not inventive, then you make it hard for people to
connect."
"The competition for volunteers is becoming keen," adds Karen Des Aulniers,
volunteer programs specialist at Ada County
Juvenile Court Services. She searches out
volunteers at area corporations and churches
as well as at Boise State. Des Aulniers gives
frequent presentations and regularly attends
the student-sponsored Volunteer Fair in an
attempt to lure prospective student volunteers. Recruiting is a major part of her joband her efforts appear to be paying off.
It takes nearly 250 volunteers to keep Ada
County Juvenile Court Services' three major initiatives going. DesAulniers relies on
Boise State students in all three- a one-toone mentoring program fashioned after Big
Brothers/Big Sisters, a Victims First program that pairs trained volunteers with victims of crime, and an intervention program
designed to make young, first-time offenders more accountable through meetings with
the youths and their parents.
DesAulniers knows that conflicts prevent
some volunteers from making yearlong
promises. But she says many of her student
volunteers stay on- even after their formal
commitments end.
Boise State's faculty has had an important
influence on the rise of student volunteerism,
says Rose Olson, director of Service Learning, a new program where students receive
an additional course credit for performing
40 hours of volunteer work. It is up to the
faculty member to include the Service Learning option in a course.
"I have been nothing but impressed since
the first day I came to campus. It's a very
student-centered faculty. They're very in-

Toni Lawson, left, says the number of students served by the Volunteer Services
Board has tripled in three years.

BOARD MATCHES STUDENTS TO PROJECTS
W hen members of the English Majors Association were looking for a
meaningful community service project, where did they turn? To the Volunteer
Services Board (VSB), a student-run organization that links Boise State
students to local non-profit agencies. Now, thanks to a referral from VSB, the
English majors are helping teach homeless people to read through a program
offered by Boise's Community House.
Operating out of a busy office on the second floor of the Student Union, VSB
coordinates Into the Streets, biannual volunteer fairs, a holiday project, a
student recognition ceremony and other special events. VSB also maintains a
Self-Referral Center database that enables students to thumb through a thick
catalog of more than 100 agencies begging for volunteer assistance.
VSB was founded in 1993 to provide "a different kind of student activity,"
says Maureen Sigler, Student Union associate director. "Most of the student
activities we offered were group oriented. VSB can serve individuals and
groups." She says that it also "provides agencies with more continuity and
consistency from year to year. But the main purpose was to make it easier for
students to volunteer."
In the last six years, volunteering has grown in popularity - both with
students and agencies. In 1997-98, VSB linked 1,572 students with volunteer
work- nearly triple that of 1994-95. Volunteer activities are coordinated by a
part-time student staff member with a student board of directors that receive
guidance from a universitywide advisory group.
"Student volunteering provides immeasurable opportunities for all those
involved," says Toni Lawson, VSB director. "We all benefit when individuals
volunteer time and effort to making our community a better place."
Events coordinated by VSB include:
INTO THE STREETS, a nationwide student-run volunteer day that attracted 160
students, faculty and staff last fall. As part of the project, they packaged bulk
items at the Idaho Food Bank Warehouse, cleaned up the Association of
Retarded Citizens office, washed windows at the WCA, and painted environmentally friendly messages on city storm drains. Participants also washed school
buses at Head Start, completed maintenance projects at a neighborhood daycare and played bingo with elderly residents of the Boise Samaritan Village.
MARTIN LUTHER KING JR./HUMAN RIGHTS CELEBRATION projects focus on
human rights and serving the community. Boise State volunteers have staffed
soup kitchens and immunization clinics, collected soaps and shampoos for
homeless people and rounded up books for a local alternative high school.
HOUDAY PROJECTS include a "giving tree" with tags listing gift items for area
children. Last year, nearly 500 tags were plucked from the tree, and donated
gifts were distributed through the Salvation Army.
New this year is a VSB-coordinated Hunger Banquet, a national project
focusing on the quantity and quality of meals eaten by homeless and povertystricken Americans. Boise State's first Hunger Banquet is planned for April. 0
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You should know more
about southern Idaho!

Stunning color photos are combined with informative
text in this 232-page book about the geology, ecology,
pre-history, history and politics of the Snake River Plain .
Don't miss this in-depth look at one of the most unique
regions in the world .
" Rich with information, Snake invites the reader to intimately experience the
spirit and awesomeness ofthe Idaho Cou ntry."
- Oregon History Magazine
" Highly recommended for its blend of text and color photos."
- The Reader's Review, San Francisco

NOW 30% OFF

--------------------------"Snake: the Plain and Its People" ORDER FORM
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Make checks payable to
Boise State University.
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for shipping.
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Send orders to:

- - hardcover at $24.95 $._ _ (WAS $39.95)
(WAS $29.95)
softcover at $19.95 $
$.
_
_
_
_$L shipping per book
TOTAL

Boise State University
University Relations
1910 University Drive
Boise, ID 83725
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Phone (208) 426-1577

volved in the community," says Olson. "They
want their students to connect with the community, to get real-life experience, to understand the role the community has in their
life."
Clearly, students are benefiting from the
experience. Social work major Vianey Bruce
volunteered at Head Start as a Service Learning project for a psychology class. The mother
of a 9-year-old-son - a former Head Start
student - Bruce says the experience working in the classroom helped her understand
how her parenting skills have improved.
It's one thing to be "book smart" - and
another to be able to understand what stage
a child is in, she says. "It's wonderfulto know
that I can help them learn."
As with students, volunteer service also
enriches the lives of Boise State faculty.
Many are like communication professor Peter Wollheim, who uses volunteerism as an
opportunity to reach into the community.
Wollheim has worked in various aspects
of suicide prevention for the last 15 years.
Most recently, he has led training sessions
for about 200 hotline volunteers - many of
whom are Boise State students.
It's tough duty. Volunteers take calls at
home on six-hour shifts two weeks a month.
When a call comes in to the Idaho Suicide
Hotline, they have to be ready to delve deeply
into their own relationships to help whoever
is on the line. "On the hotline you get the
most honest conversations of your life," he
says. "You wind up using everything you
know about yourself and your life."
While he feels an ethical responsibility to
engage in community service, Wollheirn says
his volunteer activities motivate his students.
They're intrigued when he talks about hotline
conversations in class and the kinds of services needed to help people facing domestic
abuse, mental illness, physical challenges
and other crises. "Students respond to how
public policy decisions have an impact on
people's lives," Wollheirn says.
Wollheim's personal commitment and his
willingness to share his knowledge with student volunteers are what community service
is all about, according to Ruch.
"Service ought to be something you start
in college and hopefully continue throughout your life," says the Boise State president.
"College graduates are still the privileged
few in our country who are often looked up
to as leaders in the community. Part of their
responsibility is to give back and not always
take."
When asked why she volunteers to help
the homeless and mentally ill, Springer echoes Ruch's sentiments. It sounds corny, she
says, "but it's more enjoyable to give rather
than receive.
"It's a spiritual belief that we're all in this
together. What happens to people in the
community affects me." 0

Altruism at the Orphanage
By Melanie Threlkeld McCannell

They are the children no one wants. Several have AIDS, others
have bad livers, two are autistic. All have some disability. The
youngest is less than a year old.
But they are the children with whom a group of Boise State
University students fell in love during a volunteer work week at
the St. Joseph Orphanage for Children
in Tijuana, Mexico.
The four students,
who are affiliated
with Boise State's
St. Paul's Catholic
Student Center, drove
the 15 hours to the
orphanage in January.
The students were
led by Ralph May,
the project coordinator, from St. Jerome's
Parish in Jerome,
which has adopted
the orphanage.
May has spent
nearly six weeks out
of the last 18 months
building new structures and repairing others at the orphanage.
"My wife and I have always felt that giving of ourselves is
critical," he says. "We had the ability to make a real difference for
this orphanage so it just seems like the right thing to do."
May was contacted by Sister Mary David Hartse of St. Paul's
after she read about his involvement. "I saw it as an opportunity
for our students to help," she says.
The group laid tile, reroofed the orphanage's main house, laid
concrete blocks to shore up security walls and painted walls. But
perhaps more important, they became friends with their tiny
hosts.
Me Epifania Iosefo, a Boise State student from American
Samoa, relished the week of hard labor and play time with the
children.
"They needed people who would just come in there and love the
children and support them as if they were their own," she says.
"You can easily send money down there, but if you can't see the
real thing then you don't really know how they live, you can only
imagine."
Student Eric Stroschein, Rupert, was moved by the orphanage
workers' devotion to children with special needs.
"None of the other orphanages would take these kids because
of their disabilities, and that's what really inspired me," he says.
"The Mexican government doesn't back them whatsoever. These
kids have no chance to begin with. They don't realize what the
world is all about."

He tells the story of a young girl with AIDS who lives at the
orphanage. Her mother and a sister died of the disease. A younger
brother who does not have AIDS lives in another orphanage. Their
father picks them up on weekends and takes them home for a visit.
"He can barely make ends meet," Stroschein says.
31 The orphanage, run by
Q two nuns, had no regular
~ financial or maintenance
~ assistance before St. Jerome's
~parish became involved.
~ Stroschein hopes that
~changes.
~
"I think the United States
~ has an abundance of re~ sources and we take a lot of
o things for granted," he says.
"There are a lot of people
out there who need the support of people who have
everything." 0
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Small
Steps
Students make big contributions
to help low-income residents
By Chris BouneH

om with cerebral palsy, Liz Stockwell moves
with some difficulty. She has developed a
11

1 can identify

system for traveling short distances, and it
comes in handy for the trip to the door of her

with them.

office, where her walking sticks, as she calls
her crutches, stand to aid her for longer treks.

I know how it

The Boise State social work major grabs her desk, leans
forward and pushes off. Momentum takes her forward on the

feels to try

precarious trip.
She occasionally falls, then laughs and with some effort,

very hard."

makes it to her feet, grabs her sticks and heads next door for a
meeting with a resident of Boise's low-income housing in the
Capitol Boulevard Apartments.
On the way she says she hopes that residents see her fall, and
she hopes they see her get up -

a message for those around

her who also are wounded in various ways.
"I can identify with them," Stockwell says simply. "I know
how it feels to try very hard."
Stockwell, 31, is one ofthree Boise State students who
22
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A new school started by Sue Sheridan for her child- and others with cerebral
palsy- provided Justin Borg, right, with a Service Learning marketing project.

LEARNING THROUGH SERVICE
S ue Sheridan wanted to publicize Jump Start, the new school she started
for children with cerebral palsy, but she didn't have the resources to hire an
advertising agency.
Enter Justin Borg.
A Boise State marketing major, Borg needed an extra-credit Service
Learning project that allowed him to apply the skills he was learning in his
marketing class to a community organization.
After meeting Sheridan, Borg adopted Jump Start as his project and
worked to develop a marketing campaign for the fledgling organization.
But he got much more than practical experience out of the proj~ct. An
afternoon spent helping a 3-year-old raise a spoon to her mouth Without
spilling lunch all over her clothes helped clarify his objectives. "After I _left,"
he says, "I had a very tangible sense of the service that I would be helpmg
Jump Start market."
.
.
.
Service Learning gives students an opportumty to mtegrate their classroom knowledge into real-life situations.
.
A new concept being embraced by colleges across the country, Service
Learning is catching on fast at Boise State. Started in spring 1998 with just
three courses, the program expanded to eight in fall1998, with classes in
health delivery systems, media production and public administration.
Working closely with faculty and coordinator Rose Olson, Service
Learning students sign up for 45 hours of volunteer work that complements
their courses. They are also required to keep journals and meet regularly for
"reflection sessions" and complete pre- and post-service evaluations. At the
end of the project, they receive an additional course credit.
Past participants have provided services that range from after-s~hool
tutoring for young children to increasing computer access for low-mcome
people. Some participating agencies are Central District Health, the Better
Business Bureau and the Silver Sage Girl Scout Council.
Psychology professor Susan Amato admits to being skeptical initially. She
worried about potential problems tying the service experience to her
syllabus. But the projects enriched the course material and energized the
class. "I feel much better about the class, the way I am teaching it and what
my students are taking away," she says.
For his classroom project, Borg started by defining the target market and
then creating a positioning strategy. With assistance from a volunteer
graphic designer, he came up with a new logo, tagline, brochure and
letterhead to give Jump Start a more professional image.
Although the fall semester course ended, he's stayed on to complete
some tasks and see his new logo adorn T-shirts worn by the children.
"The Service Learning program and particularly my time working with
Jump Start have provided a meaningful context to apply the principles I
have been learning at Boise State - and been a great benefit to the
community," Borg says. 0
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work at the converted motel as part of a
practicum that all social work majors must
complete. The city of Boise invited social
work professor Doug Yunker to establish
the office at the apartments to help residents, mostly with immediate needs such as
finding food or rent assistance.
The three students aren't volunteers in
the purest sense, but they put in many more
hours than are necessary. And each contributes to their community in a variety of other
ways. In March , Carolyn Delgadillo
Bevington received the university's Larry G.
Selland Humanitarian Award for her overall service. Linda Thomas, a former church
missionary to Thailand, volunteers with several service groups. And then there's
Stockwell, who attends class, works part time
at Pizza Hut, and spends at least 25 hours a
week at the old motel.
"The people here are incredibly amazing," Stockwell says. "They put in tremendous effort. And they survive with very little."
The small motel rooms house people in
transition. For some who are just off the
streets or emerging from prison, the motel
provides affordable shelter while they put
their lives together. Others suffer from physical or mental impairments and can't afford
to live anywhere else. Still many others work
full or part time, yet they barely earn enough
to afford the $300 or so in monthly rent.
They're people like 54-year-old Pete, a
portly man with a dark beard and peppery
hair who's on a fixed income and who goes to
the Veteran 's Medical Center three times a
week for dialysis.
"I had a trailer in Nampa for a while," he
says. "I .sold that and moved over to the
Good Samaritan Home for a while, then I
moved out of that. I had a car, and I was
down at the mission staying in the car for five
months. Then my car got impounded and I
ended up in the hospital with a tumor on my
spine."
The 150 or so residents distrust anyone or
anything" official" and prefer to stay behind
closed doors. And it doesn't help that they
live in an old motel designed for temporary
stays, a place where people breeze through
unnoticed. Some buildings still retain that
motel ghost town feeling. Their long hallways, carpeted in a nondescript checkered
motel pattern, stand vacant except for a
glimpse of someone on the stairs and silent
except for muffled television sounds·. It's the
type of place where Stockwell asks the residents, "If I knock on your door, will you
answer?" Because often people don't.
Despite these obstacles, Stockwell is confident about the residents' chances because
she understands that along with their weaknesses, they also have strengths.They are
survivors, she says, just like her, but they
don't know it yet because they can't see
beyond today's crisis. "It can be frustrating

to put in a big effort and not see
immediate gains," she says.
No one there is unbroken , adds
Walt,aresidentwhowasStockwell's
first client. And that includes
Stockwell, who easily could have
been someone who lives there.
After Stockwell was diagnosed
with cerebral palsy, doctors suggested that her parents place her in
an institution so they could concentrate on their other children. Instead, they enlisted a corps of 400
volunteers over a six-year period to
help put Stockwell through a rigorous physical therapy program that
included crawling, climbing and rolling. It took three people at a time to
work her through up to nine hours
of therapy a day. The exercises dominated Stockwell's life between ages
3 and 9.
Eventually, she reached a level of
physical proficiency that granted her
some independence. She's short,
wears glasses thicker than pop
bottles and moves and speaks slowly
enough that many at first believe
she's mentally disabled. Yet, she finished high school, learned to drive and eventually enrolled at Boise State, where with
her part-time job, she joined the working
poor.
All three social work students enjoy a
good relationship with the residents, but
Stockwell's tie is closer to family.
"I've always felt that the people who live
there identify with her because she's
wounded in some way," professor Yunker
says. "They look at her and see that she's
stayed strong. And she looks at them and
says, 'You can do this."'
Stockwell's sincerity and empathy help
her build trust with the residents, adds Jim
Fackrell, who oversees the apartments
as Housing and Community Development manager for the city of Boise.
"She's very committed," he says.
Stockwell says she's glad for the
opportunity to serve. "This is my
chance to pay back for the big community effort to help me," she says.
The residents of the Capitol Boulevard Apartments have varied needs,
but mostly they want help finding food.
Or, they're behind on their rent and
near eviction. The city works with
residents on back rent, but they have
to arrange for payments, a task that
seems overwhelming to some.
For Ken, who comes to use the office
phone to call about jobs, time is growing
short and hope faint. An alcoholic who recently reached sobriety, he talks about
bartending, and he complains about the lack
of city bus service to available jobs. On the

phone with a temporary job service, he
sounds plain desperate.
"I'm OK if I can get some work," he tells
the woman on the other end. "No, I don't
have computer skills.
"Look, I need some money to pay my rent
or I'll be out on the street, kiddo."
Stockwell encourages him and says she'll
call private charity agencies around town
that offer small amounts of rent money. And
she offers to meet with Ken the next day to
talk about his job search, which seems to
comfort him a bit. At least Stockwell is someone to talk with about his crisis.
Thestudents'servicesarecompletelycon-

'Look, I need
some money to
pay my rent or
I'll be out on the
street.'

sumer driven, Stockwell says, but she also
probes to find a resident's underlying problems and build confidence that problems can
be overcome. Each meeting, she takes small
steps with the residents, steps as awkward
for them at times as the ones that she takes to
cross the office.

"I'm
going to
end up
sleeping under a
bridge," says Ed, a 62-year-old veteran who
faces eviction unless he makes payments on
his back rent.
Ed is on probation for drinking and driving and says he hoped to be released before
his sentence expired in November so he
could have joined family in Salt Lake City.
That didn't happen, he says, but he still spent
the $723 he gets monthly as if he were going.
Mostly, he says, he buys Christmas
presents for his grandchildren.
"Right now, I don't have enough
money to eat, and I'm going to
struggle," he says in the tone of a man
who doesn't see any options.
"Do you know how to eat an elephant?" Stockwell replies. "Do you
know, Ed?"
A long silence as he stares at her.
"No," comes the weak reply.
"One bite at a time," she says.
From that cliche, she slowly works
Ed toward the truth about how much
money he has and where the rest went.
Before a recent stay in the hospital, he spent
most of his money drinking, and he says he
has no more than $300 in hand to make it
through March. She persuades him to make
a $150 payment and apply for rent assistance
from Ada County to pay March's rent.
"Can you do that tomorrow?" Stockwell
FOCUS/SPRING 1999
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asks. "Yeah, I can do that tomorrow," Ed
answers with more confidence.
Stockwell looks at him for a moment and
tells him that if he needs food, she'll drive
him to get food boxes. Then she makes another appointment with Ed to fill out the
county welfare form and to make sure he's
OK.
Stockwell listens without judgment. "They
need to know I'm one of them and they're
one of me," she says. "We want to be known
as not too much different from them."
Her job at first appears to be one without
hope of success, but Stockwell and her coworkers posted solid achievements for their
first year. They helped boost the residents'
association steering committee, which successfully lobbied for a resident lounge, more
pay phones, more washers and dryers and
outdoor barbecues.
The students also formed men's and
women's weekly support groups.
For most residents, though, Stockwell
measures successes in inches rather than
miles. Ed paid the $150 and applied for
rental assistance with Ada County welfare.
And a phone sales firm hired Ken, who earns
a weekly salary plus commission. Their immediate crises are over.
Then there's Walt, Stockwell's first client.
An injury forced him to leave his restaurant
job, and lung cancer struck, which required
surgery last summer.
While he was in the hospital, Stockwell
watered his plants, sent his registration payment on his truck, and sneaked in
McDonald's food as a treat. She also gave
him rides to the doctor once he was released.
Today, he's seeking full-time employment
and hopes to save enough money to move
into a small duplex.
The gestures weren't life-changing, but
they were huge to him, as the bus tokens or
quarters to wash work clothes that the students hand out are to the other residents.
"It's a huge gesture if you don't have
transportation," Walt, 57, says. "It's a huge
gesture if you have 163 stitches in your side
and you can't get to the bus."
Stockwell's final gesture will come this
spring when she graduates. Hopefully, the
residents at the Capitol Boulevard Apartments will see through her success that the
future is full of possibilities, but she may
never know how many will.
New students will take her place in the
program while she pursues her own challenges - finding a job, moving from her
parents' home and getting an apartment.
Her dream is to find a social work position that allows her to work with clients in
face-to-face situations. Eventually, she'd like
to be involved in policy development for
social justice issues.
"It's in my genes to work very hard,"
Stockwell says. "I've been very blessed." 0

Hospital Help
By Melanie Threlkeld McConnell

W hat war and earthquakes have destroyed in El Salvador,
Boise State student Heather McArthur is working to rebuild.
The 20-year-old history and pre-med major with family ties to the
small Central American country
recruited 13 fellow Boise State
students to volunteer at the Benjamin Bloom Children'sNational
Hospital in San Salvador.
The group delivered medical
supplies, toys and quilts made by
members of McArthur's church.
And they painted the walls of the
children's rooms and performed
other odd jobs to improve the
hospital environment for the staff
and the young patients.
The students were accompanied by McArthur's mother,
Maria, along with Meridian dentist Rodney Brady and his wife,
Shelee.
But it was McArthur, whose
mother is from El Salvador, who
organized the 10-day trip following her own volunteer service at
the hospital last summer.
"After a month and a half
there, I realized there were more
needs than clothes and toys," she
says, running down the list of much-needed basics such as hospital
gowns, incubators and computers. The hospital was still suffering
from a devastating earthquake in 1986 that nearly destroyed its
pathology department and a 12-year civil war
that left many of its walls full of bullet holes.
Determined to fulfill her pledge to help the
hospital, McArthur started the non-profit
Children's Dream Foundation shortly after
returning home to support her efforts to raise
cash, supplies and support for the hospital.
Word spread of her mission and soon donations started flowing in from friends, family
and church members in Utah, California,
Washington and Oregon.
For Mike McKinnon, a Boise State sophomore art major who put his talent to work
drawing and painting Sesame Street characters on the hospital's walls, the trip was worth
the personal monetary expense.
"The hospital was a little depressing. It was
dirtier than I expected and there were more
insects than I expected," he says. "But it was
a good experience. It opened our eyes that not
everyone lives the way we do."

Shelee Brady was struck by the altruism of the El Salvadoran
medical staff, including its medical students.
"There's not a lot of money in medicine down there in terms of
.., doctors' fees and reimburse:r
~ ment," she says. "They seem to
do it just because they love to
~help the children."
~ The Bradys accepted the invi13 tation to join the group when
~ their son, who speaks fluent
~ Spanish, was unable to go. The
~ idea of traveling with college stu-< dents was appealing, Shelee
Brady says.
For McArthur, who hopes to
attend Stanford Medical School
to become a pediatric cardiologist, helping the children heal
from various ailments was all too
personal. In 1990, when she was
12, doctors used a new surgical
procedure to repair a heart defect.
McArthur had another goal in
mind when she enlisted the help
of her fellow students for the
volunteer trip. "I wanted every
one of them to lose themselves in
the service," she says. "I wanted
them to have an experience they will never forget."
It worked for McKinnon.
"A lot of the motivation to go was to get away from Boise and
.., school for a while," he says. "But once you
~ got there you forgot that. You saw the kids
g and the conditions they lived in."
~ And, he adds, "I cemented some friendSships with people I hadn't known well and I
~made new friends as well."
~
McArthur plans to return to the hospital
!:lin June accompanied this time by several
~ Boise orthopedic surgeons who plan to do!ii nate their time to the patients.
She says she believes that the earlier
young people begin volunteering, the better. "If you can open their eyes at a young
age, you can
raise a generation of more
responsible
and generous
people," she
says. 0
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For many members
of the Boise State community,
volunteerism is more than just an afterthought.
Here are a few stories
behind those who give of their time
for the greater good of all of us.

By Justin Endow

For Boise State sophomore
Angie Vandermeer, the
concept of volunteering began
in church.
"I became really active when
I was in junior high, and from
there it just became habit," she
says.
"I really don't even think
about whether or not I'm going
to do it. The question is what
I'm going to do."
This year, she is learning
what it takes to be a leader in
volunteerism at the national
level.
Vandermeer is one of 40
students nationwide selected to
attend leadership seminars
sponsored by the Campus
Outreach Opportunity League
(COOL), a national nonprofit
organization that educates
college student leaders about
community service.
Vandermeer has already
attended two of the three
COOL seminars, which were
28
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held in Washington, D.C., and
New York. The third conference meets this spring in Salt
Lake City.
"The program is a series of
intensive leadership seminars
designed to instruct student
volunteers in the best methods
for organizing and publicizing
service work," she says.
"The idea is to meet tons of
people, learn what other
campuses are doing and build
some networking channels so
we can share our ideas."

Vandermeer has already
done her share of organizing
volunteer efforts. She has
coordinated Boise State's
involvement in Into the
Streets, a national student
volunteer day, the last two
years.
Currently, she is volunteering for the Ada County
juvenile court system's
mentoring program, in which
she serves as a "big sister" to a
troubled teen, and she is cocoordinating the volunteer

recognition banquet, which
will honor the most active
student volunteers.
Vandermeer also is
coordinating the Volunteer
Service Board's Hunger
Banquet. For this project,
100 students will buy
tickets that have been
randomly assigned to one
of three levels: poverty
level, middle class or upper
class. Students will get
meals consistent with the
wealth classes they were
assigned to. This event is
designed to accurately
reflect the wealth and
hunger levels of the world
per 100 people.
On top Of all that,
Vandermeer, a criminal justice
major, is the chief justice of the
student government judiciary
board.
She is certain that volunteering will be a big part of her life
for a long time to come.
"I've learned so much in my
volunteering that I never
would have gotten in a
classroom," she says. 0

By Justin Endow
Mike Quinn's volunteer
efforts have made a difference
in the Boise community and in
far-flung locations around the
globe.
The 27-year-old environmental health and biology
major coordinates several local
volunteer projects, from blood
drives at Boise State to a
flower project to benefit the
American Cancer Society.
Before that, Quinn provided
medical relief to citizens in
Thailand and Malaysia during
a stint as a preventative
medicine technician in the
Navy.
"Malaria and dengue fever,
which are mosquito-borne
diseases, were rampant in
Thailand when we first got
there," Quinn says. "We set up
a program to teach the people
how to control the mosquitoes.

By Bob Evancho
Today's nurses, asserts Pam
Gehrke, are a different breed.
No longer are they primarily
bedside caregivers. Like
Gehrke, some of them have
become forceful activists for
public awareness and reform in
areas that extend far beyond
the traditional realm of the
nursing profession.
"Much of society still sees
nursing as a profession
primarily caring for those with
illnesses," says the Boise State
nursing professor. "But it's
much more than that.
"Nurses are an untapped
resource for health information. What often is not seen is
the work nurses are doing in
areas such as health promotion
and safety," Gehrke adds.
And along with fellow
nursing professors Judy
Murray and Nancy Otterness,
Gehrke is not just paying lip
service. In the community

Within two years, the cases of
malaria and dengue fever had
gone down drastically."
"I try to lead by example, to
serve others from leadership
positions," he says.
He is president of Boise
State's Pre-Med Club, which
sponsors blood drives three
times each school year, and is a
health nursing course
they teach, Gehrke and
her two colleagues
require their students
to select a current
health issue, research
the topic and present
their findings as if
testifying before a
group of policy-makers.
In the spirit of
community-mindedness
and volunteerism, some
of Gehrke's students
have taken the project
beyond the classroom
- actually presenting
their findings to civic
and school officials and
helping to influence
policy decisions in
some cases. They
include:
• A project on detecting
asthma in schoolchildren and
improving school attendance.
• A project presented to the
Idaho Association of School
Boards and Idaho School
Administrators that focused on
suicide awareness and prevention.
• A project, which won an

member of the Volunteer
Services Board and the
Service-Learning Advisory
Board.
He serves on Boise State's
new Health Advisory Board,
which sponsored activities for
World AIDS Day, established
peer advisory groups to
provide students information

Idaho Public Health Association Student Award of Merit,
that addressed the prevention
of firearm accidents among
children.
• A study on illegal parking
in spaces designated for the
disabled that was presented to
the Boise City Parking
Commission and helped

on sexually transmitted disease
prevention, and distributed
free condoms to students.
In March he helped organize
Daffodil Days to benefit the
American Cancer Society. "We
sold daffodils because they
represent renewal, but they
also symbolize a cancer
patient's survival," he says.
Quinn is also a member of
Idaho Mountain Search and
Rescue and certified in CPR
and first aid. And along with
all that volunteer work, he
finds time for his duties as the
ASBSU Senate's pro tern.
Quinn says he gets the most
satisfaction from his
volunteerism when he can
influence situations or people
for the long term. And he tries
to motivate others to get
involved.
"I like to volunteer for
impact," he says, "and a
broader impact comes from
encouraging others to volunteer." 0

change some city ordinances.
For her role in guiding her
students during these and other
civic-minded projects, Gehrke
was awarded the 1998 Public
Health Nurse Creative
Achievement Award by the
Public Health Nursing Section
of the American Public Health
Association for creative
contributions to public health
nursing.
"In our profession it has
become increasingly apparent
that we need to become
advocates for health promotion
in some areas," Gehrke says.
"The students learn that with
the information they have, they
can assist those who make
policies. Judy and Nancy and I
strongly believe that for nurses
to be competent in the 21st
century, they need to become
involved in the policy-making
process."
Thanks to Gehrke, some of
them already are. 0
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EAGER ALUMNA
GIVES TIME
TO BOISE STATE
By Marsha Susan Tracy
For Michelle Morrison,
volunteering at Boise State
University didn't end when she
graduated in 1971. Instead, she
has stayed involved with her
alma mater, offering her time
and talents as an alumni board
member for the past 28 years.
"You give back, you help,
you try to make where you live
better," says Morrison, who is
the longest serving volunteer
on the board and has served in
a variety of offices including
secretary, treasurer and second
vice president.
Whether it's serving hot dogs
at a Boise State football game
or serving as a chairperson at a
university auction to raise
funds for academic and athletic
scholarships, Morrison says she
enjoys being involved. She sees
volunteerism as more than a
part-time responsibility; it is
her life.

BERGERSEN SCORES
ON THE COURT,
WITH KIDS
By Justin Endow
Boise State basketball star
Roberto Bergersen had a good
year on the basketball court:
He led his team to the Eastern
Division title of the Big West,
finished among the top 10
leaders nationally in scoring
and was named Big West
Player of the Year.
But his year off the court
may have been even better. In
addition to playing basketball,
finishing school and spending
time with his wife and son,
Bergersen also volunteers at
YMCA youth basketball
camps, referees junior high
games and visits schools to
promote national reading and
drug awareness weeks.
"When I talk to kids,"
Bergersen says of his school
visits, "I try to get through to at
least one or two of them. If I
can make a difference for even
two, it makes me feel good."
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"My personal life and
university life are so intertwined that I expect to be an
active ambassador of the
university even when I'm no
longer active on the board,"
she says.
Morrison earned a
bachelor's degree in public
administration and now works
full time at the Idaho State
Liquor Dispensary. Her
current goal as an alumni

Along with his
teammates,
Bergersen is also
involved in
projects such as
Rake Up Boise
and Paint the
Town, but his
love is working
with children,
especially those
who don't have
all the advantages
that many kids
do.
"I was introduced to a 13year-old kid who
liked basketball
but was kind of
having a hard
time," Bergersen
recalls. "I talked
with him a lot, and I took him
to Boondocks [a Boise
amusement park] a couple of
times."
Later, Bergersen received a
letter from the boy's grandparents thanking him for helping
to get their grandson back on
the right track. "It felt good to

board member is to help raise
the funds necessary to construct an alumni center.
"At present, we do not have
an official place for alumni to
gather and, with increased
university involvement, the
need is greater than ever," says
Morrison.
Morrison says her enthusiasm for volunteer work began
when she was a young girl and
she watched her mother give

hear that," Bergersen says.
Bergersen grew up around
people who liked to help
others. Now it's his turn.
"My grandmother was one
of the nicest people around,"
Bergersen says. "If she saw
someone at the store who she
knew couldn't afford enough

her time to organizations such
as the PTA, Girl Scouts,
election registration, and
March of Dimes. She's now
trying to pass that same
enthusiasm on to her son, 10year-old KC Keller, who has
worked alongside his mother at
such events as Paint the Town.
Morrison says one reason
she enjoys volunteering at
Boise State is that so much of
her personal history is here.
Besides attending school and
volunteering in 20 campus
organizations, she also was
employed for a time at the
university's financial aid office,
met her husband, Robert, on
campus and married him in
Christ Chapel. Her mother was
also an employee for Boise
State, and she hopes her son
will someday attend college
here.
"I smile whenever I visit the
campus. There isn't a place
here that doesn't bring up
memories of good things and
of many changes of which I've
been a part," Morrison says. 0

food, she'd give
them five or 10
bucks so they could.
"I think wanting
to help people and
make a difference
just trickled down
tome."
Bergersen plans
to make a difference for a long time
to come. Someday,
he hopes to own a
community center
for disadvantaged
youth who can't
afford memberships
to the YMCA or
other health clubs.
He feels that kids
need a place to play
basketball or video
games, use a
computer or read. "They can
come if they just need someone
to talk to," Bergersen says.
"This is my big dream. I
don't do all this for show or to
make someone else approve of
me. It's just who I am." 0

HISPANIC LEADER
MOTIVATES OTHERS
BY EXAMPLE
By Sherry Squires

Sam Byrd grew up as a
migrant farm worker eager to
leave the fields. And though
his future looked bright as a
young man, his father reminded him never to forget his
past.
"My father would always
say, 'Never forget where you
came from, and remember to
reach back and bring as many
with you as you can,"' Byrd
says.
His father's golden rules
became a driving force behind
Byrd's career. At age 21, the
Idaho Migrant Council hired
him to organize events and
coordinate volunteer efforts.
He eventually left the IMC,
but he never stopped volunteering.
"I have continued to live
my life figuring community
service is a part of life," Byrd
says.
The Boise State multiethnic
studies major's 23 years of
dedication earned him national

recognition last year. He was
one of five college students in
the country to receive the
Howard R. Swearer Student
Humanitarian Award for
outstanding service.
He has worked in countless
capacities, from organizing oncampus fiestas at Boise State to
serving on the multicultural
board for his church.
Some of his recent efforts
include serving on the Anne
Frank Memorial Committee,
the Idaho Hispanic Caucus

Board and the state's Hispanic
Education Task Force.
Using the task force as a
launching point, Byrd helped
form - and now leads - the
Council on Hispanic Education, a nonprofit group devoted
to improving school success for
Hispanic students.
Byrd visits schools to talk
about diversity and race issues,
motivate young Hispanic
students and find ways of
making schools more responsive to their needs.
~

to "find out what
they're passionate
Qabout."
~ And volunteering
~ isn't just about working
Cl with at-risk youth,
elderly people or the
homeless, she says.
English majors can
help nursing homes or
other organizations
write newsletters.
Science majors can '
volunteer at nature
centers.
"There are a lot of
people out there who
could use students'
skills," she says.
She should know.
Smith is using her
Boise State social work
degree at Ada County
Juvenile Court Services where
she works part time as a paid
staffer and as a volunteer
mediator.
She's also pursuing a
master's degree in social work
~

By Melanie Threlkeld McConnell

To Renee Smith, volunteering is as essential as eating and
breathing. It's what you do. It's
who you are. It's what keeps
civilization civil.
Volunteering was so
important to Smith when she
was a Boise State student that
she successfully championed a
$3.50 per student dedicated fee
to secure additional operating
money for the Volunteer
Services Board in 1996.
The funds were used to
expand the volunteer opportunities for students and to add a
full-time staff member to help
professors incorporate
volunteer service into the
classroom.
"I truly believe we should
give back to the community,"
says Smith, who served as VSB

director from 1995-97. "You're
supposed to help somebody
out."
Volunteering is especially
useful to students, Smith says,
because it gives them a chance

He found a way to turn his
passion into a full-time job- a
paid one this time. About
seven months ago he opened
Diversity Works, through
which he offers training and
consultation on diversity issues
for schools and businesses.
"I call it community building," Byrd says. And community building is what he says
volunteering is all about.
"You really develop a sense
of community when you meet a
network of people who care
about community, who believe
the same things you do," he
says.
"It transcends culture. It
transcends socioeconomic
background. All of a sudden all
of the barriers are gone
because you focus on a
common goal," he adds.
And Byrd says he and other
volunteers are motivated by
the belief that those common
goals make the community
better.
"I don't look at volunteering
my time as giving something up.
I look at it as giving back." 0

at Walla Walla College in
Washington state.
Smith's volunteer activities
have extended beyond the
Boise State campus.
For six years she volunteered
at Hays Shelter Home, cooking
homemade meals for the
women there. "I felt like I was
able to provide some hope for
them or show them that
someone cared," she says.
That experience established
her career path- working
with at-risk youth, which is
what she wants to continue
doing once she finishes her
master's program in June.
"And then my husband and I
want to be mentors," she says
of her next volunteer job. "It's
part of your life, part of what
you're supposed to do." 0
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PROFESSOR STUDIES
WINTER FLOODS
By Janelle Brown

Geosciences professor Jim McNamara uses a velocity meter and headphones to measure the
depth and velocity of water in Dry Creek north of Boise.
32
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Boise State geosciences professor Jim
McNamara stands shin-deep in the icy, mudfilled waters of Dry Creek north of Boise and
lowers a long metal rod called a velocity
meter into the stream.
He slowly sidesteps farther into the water
and takes another depth reading. He also
measures how fast the water is moving. By
the time he's crossed the 6-foot-wide creek,
McNamara has data from a dozen points so
he can calculate how many cubic feet of
water are moving downstream each second.
Overhead, the sky is pewter gray, and a
cold wind shivers up the steep-walled ravine.
It's going to rain again at any minute.
McNamara doesn't mind. Precipitation rain or snow - is critical to his research.
Each winter storm that moves through the
Boise Foothills adds to his growing trove of
information.
MeN amara is part of an interagency team
of scientists that is studying the dynamics of
cold-season flooding in the Boise Foothills.
The team, which also includes Boise State
engineering professor Paul Dawson, received
a $300,000, three-year grant from NASA's
Land Surface Hydrology Program.
The project's goal is to understand the
land surface and atmospheric processes that
contribute to cold-season flooding and to
develop computer models to predict when
floods will occur. The research could also
lead to the development of a nationwide
forecasting system to warn of a flood 12 or
more hours ahead of a storm, allowing residents time to evacuate before disaster strikes.
"It's an exciting project to be involved
with," says McNamara, who is collaborating
with scientists from the Northwest Watershed Research Center of the U.S. Department of Agriculture. "There are important
questions about cold-weather flooding we
want to answer."
The conditions that can cause flooding
during the winter or early spring are very
different than those that occur in summer,
MeN amara explains. Frozen soil, rain falling
on snow and deep snowpacks can contribute
to flooding even after seemingly moderate
storms. The results can be devastating; in
Idaho, 13 of the 15 major floods tracked in
one recent study involved rain falling on
snow, and nine involved frozen soils.
Across the Pacific Northwest, cold-season
floods have wreaked damage that in some

years has run into the hundreds of millions of
dollars. But while warm-weather flooding
has been extensively studied, little has been
done to understand floods during winter or
spring months.
"In summer, the runoff is immediately
available. But with snow, or rain on snow,
that's not the case," McNamara says. "We
need to develop different models to predict
when floods will occur."
The field research McNamara and other
scientists are conducting is the first step in an
effort to do just that. They have set up equipment at test sites in the Dry Creek drainage
off Bogus Basin Road.
Sophisticated instruments measure soil
moisture content, soil and air temperature,
precipitation, wind speed and direction, snow
depth, solar radiation, humidity, hill runoff
and other factors, and the data are recorded
by an on-site computer. A depth gauge and
other instruments along Dry Creek are used
to monitor changes in stream flow.
Dawson's part of the NASA project will
phase in after the initial field data have been
collected. He and colleagues from Utah State
University, postdoctoral scientists and
USDA researchers will develop atmospheric
and hydrological models that describe when
cold -season flooding is likely to occur. They'll
use weather radar, remote sensing data on
the distribution of frozen soil, and field measurements to undertake those tasks.
"My research area is dynamic meteorology," Dawson says, "This project gives me a
chance to build on several past projects and
do some very interesting applied work."
McNamara visits field sites in the Dry
Creek drainage about once a week; he spends
most of his research time at the computer in
his office at Boise State, compiling data and
verifying models. He also brings his research
into classroom discussions and oversees
graduate students who are working on the
project.
Graduate student John Wirt, who helps
McNamara collect data, is enthusiastic about
the research. "This is what hydrology is all
about," he says as he stands on the banks of
Dry Creek and records McNamara's measurements.
Later that day, Wirt will check snow depths
at a test site higher on the ridge. "The experience I'm gaining here will be a big help
when I get ready to enter the workplace," he
says.
Although McNamara is just getting started,
he's already been surprised by some of his
initial results. He's seen very little surface
runoff from the storms this winter; instead
almost all of the moisture has infiltrated the
porous soil.
"We haven't had any real huge storms,
however," McNamara said in early March.
"If we do yet this winter, we may find that
will change." 0

July 9 & 10 • Going Mostly for Baroque •
BSU SummerFest Orchestra, James Cook, Conductor- Featuring dance
choreography by Marla Hansen and solo performances by Joe Baldassare (guitar)
and Brad Peters (trumpcet)~

•

BSU SummerFest Orchestra, Craig Purdy, Conductor- The ""9-member SummerFest
Orchestra reaches for the stars with works by Holst, J. Strauss, John Williams and others.
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My iS & 24 ·A Century of Celebrdtion •

BSU SummerFest Concert Band, Marcellus BrQw-n, Conductor- Enjoy~ finest in
concert band music in this celebration of AmeriCa's rich musical heritage.
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63% of our readers are
professionals and managers.
Almost two-thirds of Focus Magazine readers work in
professional or management jobs. Based on our circulation,
that's more than 34,000 women and men.
They are Boise State University graduates, donors, faculty
and staff. Intelligent. Educated. Decision-makers. And they are
yours, for incredibly competitive rates.
Consider this - Focus Magazine is mailing to one out of
every four adults here in the Treasure Valley.
Invest in one of the largest circulated magazines here in
Idaho. Your message will reach all the right people.
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For advertising opportunities - contact our representatives at
P.V. Quinn & Company
(208) 385-0338 • Fax (208) 345-6070
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MATH PROFESSOR PROBES ALTERED DIMENSIONS WITH NSF GRANT
By Janelle Brown

~
"On a basic level, everyR thing is related. But it will
Joanna Kania-Bartoszynska
g take time to know how these
uses algebraic expressions
~ concepts fit together," Kaniaand elaborate diagrams to describe her mathematical re~ Bartoszynska says.
6 Her NSF grant has enabled
search.
her to attend conferences
But the core of her groundacross the United States and
breaking work takes place in a
abroad and bring colleagues to
more ethereal sphere, far beBoise State.
yond the three-dimensional
She's also collaborated with
world in which we live.
colleagues at George WashThe mathematics professor
ington University and the Unihas a $60,000 grant from the
versity of Iowa on scientific
National Science Foundation
papers.
to study low-dimensional to"I have to learn new things
pology, an area of mathematics
and use tools from other arthat also has connections with
eas," Kania-Bartoszynska
physics.
says. "These are challenges I
"It's exciting to see seemingly unrelated concepts com- Kania-Bartoszynska 's work in "knot theory" is tied to helping untangle enjoy."
Kania-Bartoszynska first got
ing together and behaving in some of the concepts of DNA research.
interested in mathematical rethe same way," says KaniaBartoszynska of her research. "It's aestheti- them can be mathematically predicted and search while attending Warsaw University
in her native Poland.
cally very pleasing."
described.
She later received a Ph.D .in mathematics
Kania-Bartoszynska's work focuses on the
Admittedly, it's all very abstract - but
mathematical exploration of altered dimen- Kania-Bartoszynska says there may be prac- from the University of California at Berkesions, using tools called "quantum invari- tical applications down the road. For ex- ley and joined Boise State's faculty in 1993.
ants" and "three-dimensional manifolds."
ample, knot theory, which was developed by Her husband, Tomek Bartoszynski, is also a
It's a relatively new branch of study that mathematicians, is now being used by ge- mathematics professor at Boise State.
was first developed in the 1980s. Kania- neticists to help untangle and describe strands
"Joanna has achieved recognition on both
Bartoszynska's work is also related to "knot of DNA, the basic building blocks of life. the national and international level," says
theory" - the study of how knots can be Until recently, no one saw the connections Alan Hausrath, chairman of the mathematics and computer sciences department. 0
tugged and pulled so that the space around between the two fields.

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT'S HAYNES CROSSES ARTISTIC BOUNDARIES
By Melanie Threlkeld McConnell

waii, for a short time when he was young and mother, who suffered injuries during the
Matthew Haynes is a cyclone, putting all again briefly as a teen-ager. He came away bombing of Pearl Harbor and later healed
the elements of his environment through a with a different understanding of his mother's herself from injuries suffered in a car wreck.
creative spin cycle and then turning them heritage and a new perspective on "family,"
Moving Towards Home, chronicles the
into artistic compositions.
which is the topic of his new novel.
spiritual and physical journey of a boy trying
The results, so far, of this talented whirl"Her reality is my fiction," he says of his to free himself from his father who sells him
wind include an art book in the
~ for sex to pay for the father's
permanent collection of New
R gambling addiction. The direcYork City's Museum of Modern
gtion in which the boy moves reArt, a nc;>Vel due out this spring by
~ fleets the spiritual growth he unMinerva Press, photography ex3! dergoes.
hibits, paintings, an anthology of
@ "It's about a boy trying to
short stories by Arsenal Pulp
break away from the familial
Press, musical compositions and
bonds," Haynes explains. "It's
a collection of poems on cards
about what happens when it isn't
designed for his mom for Mother's
the right blood."
Day.
If there's a theme in Haynes'
So where does this 24-year-old
myriad artistic outlets it is pasBoise State graduate and English
sion, he says. "Our passion is our
teaching assistant get the matehumanness. The art of the soul is
rial for so many projects?
the delight of the mind. "
"I am motivated by passion, by
Haynes hopes he can move
essential humanness," Haynes
readers the way he likes to be
says of his creative outlets.
moved by a good book. "I want
Born and raised in Butte,
A passion for writing and a clearer understanding of his mother's to have a greater sense of purMont., Haynes returned to Maui
pose after I've read a book," he
heritage gave Haynes a novel idea.
with his mother, a native of Hasays. 0
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DONOR NOTES
• Acapulco Restaurant, $1,000; Idaho Migrant Council, $5,000; and Marilyn Tate Shuler,
$1,000to the Mexican American Studies Scholarship.
• Anonymous, $25,000; Burroughs and
Hutchinson, $1,200; Idaho Power Co., $16,600,
Intermountain Gas Co., $25,000; Harry W.
Morrison Foundation, $40,000; Morrison
Knudsen Foundation, $15,000, Nagraj
Narasimhan, $5,000; and Duane and Lori
Stueckle, $1,000 for the Micron Engineering
Building Challenge.
• Anonymous, $11,000 for the Nursing
Endowed Chair; $2,000 to the Nursing Library
Resources Fund; and $36,100 for scholarships.
• Shah and Maryam Afshar, $1,000 for the
Avenue A Nursing Scholarship.
• J. A. and Kathryn Albertson Foundation,
$145,600 to the Center for School Improvement and $339,500 to the Learning for the 21st
Century Fund.
• Sharon Allen, $1,000; Larry and Janie
Bird, $1,000; Deloitte & Touche LLP, $4,500;
Brady and MonicaPanatopoulos,$1,000; Steve
Skaggs, $1,000; Dale and Beverly Willman,
$1,000; and Chester and Deborah Wood,$1,000
for the Roger Martell Accounting Endowment.
• Larry and Karen Arguinchona, $5,000 to
the Honors College Scholarship in their name.
• Patricia and Ronald Bedient, $1,000 for
the Accounting Department Administrative
Account and Arthur Andersen/Hal Bunderson
Excellence in Business Fund.
• Glenda and Warren Blessing, $3,000 to
the Anna and Blanche Chaney Nursing Scholarship.
• Boise Industrial Foundation, $25,000 for
the Donald Day Endowment.
• Boise Sunrise Rotary Club, $1,000 to the
Theatre Arts Administrative Account.
• C. Griffith and Mary Bratt, $1,200 to the
Grif Bratt Music Scholarship.
• JamesandJudyBurton,$1,000andMarcia
Sigler, $1,000 through Phonathon '98.
• Charitable Gift Fund, $4,000 and Sysco
Corp., $2,000 for the Tom Morgan Endowment for the College of Business and Economics.
• Joan Chapman Cooney and Thomas J.
Cooney, $1,000 to the John J. and Ethel C.
Chapman Scholarship.
• John and Diane Crim, $l,<XXJ; William
and Rebecca Lathen, $1,<XXJ; and Woodgrain
Millwork, Inc., $5,000for the Business Administrative Account.
• John and Diane Crim,$1 ,OOOtothe Sharon
Crim Nursing Endowed Scholarship.
• Edwin and Shirley Croft, $1,000forunrestricted use.
• NormandG!adysDahm,$2,000andArlen
and Susan Planting, $1,000 to the Norm Dahm
Engineering Fund.
• Data Cabling Service, Inc., $1,500 and
Meta!Craft, Inc., $1,500 for the Hispanic Business Community Scholarship.
• Thomas and Linda Dixon, $1,500 to the
Thomas Dixon Finance Scholarship.

• Dunkley Music, $2,000 for the Dunkley
Music Scholarship.
• William and Dorothy Dunkley, $1,000 to
the Piano Endowment in their name.
• Roy and Frances Ellsworth, $1,000 and
George and Elvera Klein, $1,000 for the Frank
Church Chair of Public Affairs.
• Dave and Vicki Ewy, $1,200 to the Ruth
V. Ewy Memorial Scholarship.
• First Security Foundation, $8,000 for the
First Security Scholarship.
• Tom and Marguerite Fry, $1,000 to the
Gene Harris Endowment
• Aubrey M. Gaines, $1,000 for the Rosa
Parks Academic Leadership Scholarship.
• Idaho Association for Bilingual Education, $1,300 to the Bilingual Scholarship Fund.
• Idaho Power, $1,000 for the Idaho Bird
Observatory and the Martin Luther King Jr./
Human Rights Celebration.
• Helen John Foundation, $2,500 to the
Single Parent Scholarship Fund.
• William H. and Gladys E. Langroise Foundation, $2,800 for the Langroise Business Scholarship.
• Life Care Foundation, $2,500 to the nursing scholarship in its name.
• Morrison Knudsen Foundation, $1,300
for the Idaho Bird Observatory and Idaho
Engineering Science Camp.
• John F. Nagel Foundation, $35,000 to the
nursing scholarship in its name.
• Rick and Bobbie Jo Navarro, $1,000 for
the Accounting Department Administrative
Account and Albertson's Alumni Scholarship
Fund.
• Ronald and Brin O'Reilly, $3,500 to the
Anna Mae O'Reilly Memorial Scholarship and
the Frank Church Chair on Public Affairs.
• Donald and Doli Obee, $2,000 for the D.
J. Obee Biology Scholarship.
• Jerry Ransom, $6,000 to the endowed
scholarship in his name.
• Zeke Sarikas, $1,500 for the Accounting
Department Administrative Account.
• Steve P. Schmidt, $1,000 to the endowed
scholarship in his name.
• SCP Global Technologies, $1,200 for the
Idaho Engineering Science Camp.
• J .T. Seamons Memorial Scholarship Fund,
$2,100 for the Jeff Seamons Endowed Writing
Scholarship.
• George Wade, M.D., $2,000 to the Engineering Department Fund and the Larry G.
Selland Vo-Tech Scholarship.
• Gerald and Eunice Wallace, $1,000 for
the scholarship in their name.
• Austin Warner, $1,400 and Garth Wilde,
$1,000 to the Idaho Family Business Center.
• Rick and Nancy Webking, $5,000 for the
Underkofler Accounting Scholarship.
• Western States Equipment Co., $8,000 to
the scholarship in its name.
• Richard and Patricia Wilco~b, ,1,000 to
the General Scholarship Fund.
• Ella Mae "Kelly" and Ron Win ails, $2,000
for the endowed scholarship in their name. D

m
BAKER REACHES OUT
TO HELP HISPANICS
For the past 26 years, Boise State sociology professor Dick Baker has been taking
his interest in Idaho's minorities out of the
classroom and into the community.
Baker has published two books based on
10 years of
field research
in Canyon
County. In
the most recent, M exi-

can American Students:
a Study of
Educationally
Disc ounted
Youth, he
claims that
educational neglect of Hispanic students is
the most serious problem facing the Hispanic community in Idaho.
Baker decided to assist Hispanic students
by establishing two scholarships at Boise
State. He has raised approximately $50,000
in pledges - most from Hispanic-owned
businesses and professionals.
He was also instrumental in establishing a
minor in Mexican American studies, and
also coordinates a biennial Mexican American Studies Conference, which was held in
March this year.
Baker spearheaded efforts to create the
Martin Scheffer Scholarship, named after a
retiring faculty member. Sociology faculty
taught extra classes to generate proceeds for
the scholarship.
In 1997, Baker received the Boise State
University Foundation Award for Service
and the Pacific Sociological Association
A ward for Sociological Practice. D

I

HOW TO
REACH US

Contact the BSU
Foundation by:
PHONE: 800 341-6150
8ooE SwE LlNM.RsiTY
or 208 426-3276
FOUNDATION
Committed to
MAIL: Boise State
Aaldem.ic fu:cellena
University Foundation,
1910 University Drive, Boise, ID 83725.
FAX: 208 426-4001
HOME PAGE: http://www2. idbsu.edu/
develop
E-MAIL: rfritsch@boisestate.edu
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GROWING COMPANY
HAS SHARP EDGE
By Kendra Martinez and Larry Burke

When most people get promoted they
move to a new office. Ted Sharp moved to
the Netherlands.
Sharp, a 1981 accounting graduate, has
spent the last year as managing director of
European operations for Key Technology
Inc., a Walla Walla, Wash.-based company
that manufactures large conveying and sorting systems for food processing giants like
Del Monte, Heinz, Dole, Simplot, Lamb
Weston and Frito-Lay.
Sharp is involved in all aspects of the
company's growth in Europe, from market
expansion to streamlining production and
improving customer/employee relations.
If his schedule .is any indication, business
is booming. In recent weeks he met a major
customer in England, interviewed a prospective sales representative in Spain, met
on market development in Italy, attended a
trade show in Germany and met with company executives in Walla Walla.
Sharp is bullish on the business potential
of Europe as countries from the former Soviet bloc build their economies.
"They are at a point now when they can
support investment in the types of systems
we manufacture. We have seen strong moves
to automation and quality improvements
that our equipment makes possible," he says.
In addition, Key is expanding its product
line to enter some unique markets, such as
coffee, which he says is controlled 100 percent by European firms.
"We are now offering sorting machines
with performance capabilities that are magnitudes beyond what has been previously
available," he says.
The arrival of a common European currency, the Euro, will be a boom for Key when
the transition occurs in a few years.
"Right now, we have accounts in as many
as eight different currencies. The Euro can
do nothing but simplify the business cycle for
both us and our customers," Sharp says.
Key Technology has been in Europe since
1985, but made its most aggressive move in
1996 when it purchased one of its competitors. The merger of the two companies gave
Key a manufacturing capability in Europe.
The plant, located in Beusichem, 45 miles
south of Amsterdam, now manufactures vibrating conveyors for fruit and vegetable
industries as well as large conveying equip36
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Sharp's career journey has taken him from Notus to the Netherlands.

ment for automotive, mining, chemical and
plastics industries. It serves businesses as far
away as South Africa and the Ivory Coast.
"We couldn't compete with local manufacturers because of our longer lead times
and the high costs of freight. The new manufacturing plant brought us an immediate
presence in the market as well as access to
many global companies," explains Sharp.
Sharp has been in the Netherlands since
last April and plans to return to his home in
Walla Walla and resume his post as Key's
corporate controller later this year.
The adjustment to European life hasn't
been too difficult, he says.
His wife, Sheri, who was a secretary in
Boise State's continuing education nursing
program and a part-time student in 1980-81,
and their four children joined him after the
school year ended last spring.
"Americans, especially in the Northwest,
tend to be a little more conservative than
they are here. But all and all, the transition
has come fairly easily," Sharp says.
Sharp's path to the fast-paced European
business world included a few stops in smalltown Idaho. Originally from the small farming community of Notus, he came to Boise
State after receiving an associate degree from
Ricks College in Rexburg. With his Boise
State accounting degree in hand, he went to
work for Cooper Norman & Co. in Twin
Falls, then became controller for Varsity
Contractors, a cleaning company based in

Pocatello.
In 1989, he used a headhunter to find a job
in Boise, where he could be closer to his
family and small-town roots. Instead, they
put him in touch with Key in Walla Walla,
where he worked his way up the corporate
ladder.
"I overshot Boise by a few hundred miles
and am now farther away from my roots than
ever before. But I can't complain about how
things have worked out," he says.
He is still taken aback by the course his life
has taken.
"I find it difficult to conceive that a person
from a high school class of 24, who then
graduated from a small local university- at
that time- with aspirations to work in a
local company, could embark on a career
that has taken him to countries he never
thought he would see," he says. "I am convinced that small decisions have enormous
impact on the course of our futures, whether
the subject is personal, business, politics or
anything else in life."
His experiences in Europe have changed
the way he views international business. And
it has given him some insight he wants to
share with students.
"University graduates should familiarize
themselves with other ways of living and
doing business," he says. "The world is a
small place. We as Americans need to adjust
some of our thinking about how we accept
and do business with other cultures." 0

TV HOST SHOWS YOUNG VIEWERS THE WAY TO FUN, ADVENTURE
By Judy Grigg Hansen

certainly isn't afraid to leave
KarenJamesisafamiliarface
her comfort zone. She and her
to thousands of school-age
husband, Robert, both Louisichildren who tune in each week
ana natives, came to Boise State
to watch her latest adventure.
after a friend told them about
As host of the nationally disBoise's quality of life. After
tributed H-E-B TeleVentures,
graduation in 1993, they reJames takes young television
turned to Louisiana, she with a
degree in communication and
viewers on her weekly field trips
- searching for prehistoric
he with a degree in criminal
bones in the La Brea Tar Pits,
justice administration.
swimming next to Beluga
It wasn't long before she
whales or watching artists rewas on television selling products on America ' s Health
store paintings at the Getty Art
Institute.
Network and taping local
The program is broadcast live
commercials. She read about
via satellite from San
the TeleVentures job on the
Antonio,Texas, to schools, As the host ofa national PBS television show for children, communication Internet, sent a demo tape, inhomes and more than 80 Public graduate Karen James feels right at home in front of the camera.
terviewed and was hired on the
Broadcasting Service affiliates.
spot. She began hosting the
show in September.
TeleVentures gives James an opportunity precious they are."
Because James has three children of her
Experts from Texas museums, an
to educate children - and have fun along
the way. After all, not everyone gets to dive aquarium and a veterinary school write the own, it's not hard for her to figure out what
scripts, which James then brings to life kids will like.
into a tank with a Beluga whale.
"I put my own children in frontoftheTV,"
"I was in their world, touching them and through her interviews and personal advenshe says. "If they sit there and watch it, I
feeling them," she says of one of her unusual tures.
As the whale episode indicates, James know I have a good thing." 0
assignments. "I want children to know how

CARUSO EXCHANGES PUMPING IRON FOR PUMPING UP STUDENTS
By Judy Grigg Hansen

But there is one difference he's noticed. "When I
Sirens regularly punctuate
look out on my class I see at
Nick Caruso's lesson as he
least six or seven different
explains basic biology to an
cultures. Inidahoyoumight
ethnic melting pot of lOth
see two, three at most," he
graders in lower Manhattan.
says.
His classroom lies nearly un"I treat all the kids with
derneath the Brooklyn
respect, and I get that back
Bridge, close to the bustling
from them," Caruso says.
neighborhoods of New
"If you are fearful or treat
York's Chinatown and Little
them harshly, it will backItaly.
fire.
Caruso never thought his
"I want them to see that
life would be defined by
there is a way out - that
chalkboards, parent-teacher
you don't need to be a geconferences, and energetic
nius to get a college degree.
adolescents. After his graduSome of the kids are going
ation from Boise State in
to get the message. That is
1995 in exercise science, he
moved home to New York As this collage indicates, Boise State exercise science graduate Nick Caruso is the beautiful thing."
all over the place as a high school biology teacher in New York City.
At the start, Caruso
City and applied for jobs as a
looked at teaching as an interim job.
personal trainer or exercise specialist. One throughout the entire city.
"The first year was really tough," he says.
"There was some trepidation," Caruso
day his sister mentioned that the New York
school system needed to hire more than says about his first days as a teacher two "I had taken no teacher education classes,
3,000 teachers.
years ago. "With adolescents, you either get had not done student teaching. I went back
"My first response was no way, no how along or you don't. I wasn't sure I would like and learned biology all over again. I was
would I consider teaching," Caruso says. kids that age, but we had an understanding tired all the time."
Midway through the spring term of his
"But I didn't have a job, and nothing from of each other from day one."
nothing leaves nothing. So I applied."
His New York students aren't that differ- first year, Caruso realized he had quit lookA few weeks later he was hired to teach ,e nt from those in Idaho, he says. "They may ing for other jobs.
"Outside of being a parent, I don't think
biology at Murry Bergtraum High School be a little more global here, but not a lot.
for Business Careers, a school of approxi- They are as afraid to leave this environment there is any more rewarding or satisfying job
a person can do," Caruso says. 0
mately 3,400 students that draws kids from as the Idaho kids are to leave theirs."
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Alumni in Touch

EDITOR HAS A ZEST FOR THE WEST
By Kendra Martinez

Our policy is to print as much "In Touch"
information as possible. Send your letters to
the Boise State University Alumni Association,
1910 University Drive, Boise, Idaho 83725.
In addition, if you know someone who
would make a good feature story in our
" Alum notes" section, contact the oHice of
News Services at the same address.

40s
MILES R. ABEL, AA, general arts and sciences,
'48, is a self-employed consulting engineer
throughout the Northwest. Abel lives in
Aurora, Ore.

50s
ANTMONY " TONY" TURCOm, AA, general
business, '57, retired in 1993 after working for
the last 15 years as a consultant for the
California Department of Education. Turcotte
resides in Cameron Park, Calif.

60s
JOHN H. CROUCH, AA, general arts and
sciences, '60, retired after 32 years as a B-767
international captain and check airman with
American Airlines. Crouch resides in Eagle.
PATRICIA ANN (JOHNSON) STEDMAN, AA,
general arts and sciences, '61, and her husband,
Jim, recently celebrated their 37th wedding
anniversary. The Stedmans live in Boise.
GREGORY L. CHARLTON, BA, elemen tary
education, '68, was recently elected to the
Regence BlueShield of Idaho board of
directors. Charlton is president and CEO of
Seaport Citizens Bank in Lewiston.

70s
FREDERICK E. FRASER, MA, art/secondary
educa tion, '70, recently retired after 36 years as
an educator. Fraser spent 28 years with the
public school system in Richland, Wash., and is
now an adjunct instructor at Columbia Basin
Commun ity College in Pasco. He is also a
contract art teacher and a practicing artist.
DAVID M. COOPER, BBA, accounting, '71, has
been elected to the board of directors of
Certified Public Accountants International, Inc.
Cooper is managi ng partner of Cooper Norman
& Co. in Twin Falls and has been with the firm
for 26 years.
RICHARD K. GROVES, BM, music/secondary
education, '71/BA, elementary education, '71,
teaches fourth-grade music at Fruitland
Elementary School in Fruitland. Groves has
taught music for 27 years and was named
Teacher of the Year in 1998 by the Chamber of
Commerce in Fruitland and Mason Lodge of
Payette.
PHIL R. IOSET, BA, economics, '71, is vice
president and regional trust manager with
Firstar Bank Iowa. Ioset lives in Council Bluffs,
Iowa.
CLAUDIA M. (LEDELLE) CAMPBEU, BA, art/
secondary education, '73, is an art instructor at
Clair E. Gale Jr. High School in Idaho Falls.
C. ALAN HORNER, BBA, marketing, '73, is
president and chief executive officer of First
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It doesn't matter
where
Donald
Barclay travels, the
West still follows him.
Now living on the east
coast of Texas, his !atest literary venture
features firsthand accounts of artists who
painted and wrote
about the frontier
West.
Barclay hopes the
new anthology, Capturing the Wilderness
Dream, will give readers a fresh perspective on Western literature, a genre that he says "doesn't get the
respect and attention it deserves. "
"By exposing readers to the depth and
variety of western American literature,
people will get the idea that it doesn 't
begin and end with Owen Wister's The
Virginian," says Barclay, who graduated
in English from Boise State in 1981 and
went on to earn master's degrees in English and library science from the University of California at Berkeley.
"The works collected in the book give
readers a vision of the frontier West that is
slightly different from the one that comes
from the writings of pure journalists, historians and fiction writers. Reading these
sharp-eyed artists' accounts of the frontier may change the reader's view of the
West," he says.
Barclay, who co-edited the book with
Boise State English professor Jim Maguire
and Peter Wild from the University of
Washington, says the artists in the book
worked between 1820 and 1910.
This is the third collaboration by the
three editors. The first two anthologies,
Federal Savings Bank in Twin Falls. Horner
previously was executive vice president and loan
administrator and has been with the bank since
1992. He began his banking career with First
National Bank of Oregon in 1973.
LINDA L. (BEATTY) KASTNER, BA, English/
secondary education, '73, is training manager
with North West Federal Credit Union in
Seattle.
LYNNE ELAINE (STADTMAN) RAWLS, BA, s~a]
work, '74, is a social worker at the New Mexico
School for the Deaf in Santa Fe, N .M.
JEANETTE MEININGER DRAKE, BA, history, '76,
recently received the Den Leader Award from
the Boy Scouts of America. Drake is a licensed
CPA and lives in Herndon, Va.
JACQUELINE M. (TURNER) JOHNSON, BS,
medical technology, '76, recently received her
master of arts degree in behavioral science from

Wilderness Dream and Rendezvous
Reader, received good reviews and
healthy sales numbers, Barclay says.
"The problem is that we keep presenting this stuff as literature and the reviewers keep reviewing it as history. That's
not really what we are about. "
Barclay and his wife, Darcie, also a
Boise State graduate, live on Galveston
Island. He works full time as a librarian at
Texas Medical Center in Houston, and
she is an assistant professor in the department of orthopedic surgery at the University of Texas Medical Center branch
at Galveston.
Barclay says his draw to western literature was nurtured by Maguire, who
became his work partner.
"I learned a Jot from Jim and am fortunate to work with him now," Barclay
says.
And th'e physical distance between
Texas and Idaho hasn't hampered their
working friendship.
"There is a little phone calling, some
letter writing and a lot df e-mailing going
on," Barclay says. 0
California State Un iversity at Dominguez Hills.
,Johnson works at Barton Memorial Hospital in
South Lake Tahoe, Calif.
ROBERT A. "BOB" WRIGHT, BBA, industrial
business, '76, was named Business Man of the
Year by the Eagle Chamber of Commerce.
Wright is preside nt of Wright Brothers, The
Building Co. in Eagle.
" . MARK EDWIN McBRIDE, BA, criminal justice
administration, '77, is a correctional counselor
at Columbia River Correctio nal Institution in
Portland, Ore.
MARALYN T. SOMMER, BM, music/general, '77,
is associate dean of arts and sciences at
Henderson State University, Arkadelphia, Ark.
PAMELA S. (BEEM) GROVE, AS, marketing/
fashion merchandising/mid-management, '78, is
owner of American Embroidery and AdSpecialties in Boise.

CRAIG W. HURST, BM, music/secondary
education, '78, was granted tenure and
promoted to associate professor by the
University of Wisconsin Colleges. Hurst,
director of the instrumental music program at
the U of Win Waukesha, was also named a
1998-1999 Arthur M. Kaplan Fellow by the
U.W. Colleges in recognition of his "significant
and innovative improvement of instruction or of
service to students."
MICHAEL BRUCE ZINK, BBA, management/
behavioral, '78, is a mortgage loan officer in the
Boise Mortgage Production Center with First
Security Bank.
PAMELA {DENNEY) BANNING, BS, biology, '79, is
a database coordinator for ARUP Laboratories
in Salt Lake City.
LURA JEAN KIDNER·MIESEN, BA, history,
secondary education, '79, is pastor of the United
Methodist Church in Baker City, Ore.
WANDA LYNN VOSLER, BFA, art, '79, is a
clinical psychologist in Salem, Ore.
ROGER K. WIDNER, BBA, computer information systems, '79, is an account manager with
Metamor ITS (formerly COMSYS) in Boise.

80s
DENNIS JAY BASSFORD, BBA, accounting, '80,
recently was selected as a finalist in the Ernst &
Young Entrepreneur of the Year Awards
program. Bassford is president of Moneytree
Inc. in Seattle.
FREDERICK JAMES VINCENT, BA, history, '80, is
an actor with United Artists and lives in Los
Angeles.
JANE M. {HARRIS) DAMSCHEN, BBA, accounting, '81, is senior vice president with
BankAmerica in Charlotte, N.C. Damschen was
a 1981 Top Ten Scholar at Boise State.
SARA J. DUGGIN, BM, music, '81, teaches
mathematics, English, history and music at
Valley Oaks School in Petaluma, Calif.
JEFF WAKELAM, BA, advertising design, '81,
owns Creative Designs in Nampa. Wakelam's
company specializes in window designs,
graphics, signs and murals.
EDMUND KENNETH RYBOLD JR., BBA, aviation
management, '82, a designated naval aviator,
was recently promoted to commander. He is the
current operations chief at U.S. Forces, Japan,
and a joint staff member for U.S. Pacific
Command located at Yokota Air Base near
Tokyo. His wife, JANA LYNN {MULUNS) RYBOLD,
AS, medical record technician, '83, teaches
English to 9th- and 11th-grade Japanese
students. She also serves as vice president of the
Yokota High School Boosters.
TRACIE LYNN {WADLEY) WEUS, BBA, marketing, '82, is a credit officer in corporate credit
administration with First Security Bank in
Boise. Wells has over 15 years of experience in
credit administration and was previously
employed by West One Bancorp/U.S. Bancorp.
JOEL W. CARLSON, BA, advertising design, '83,
recently sold three tropical watercolors to the
Sultan of Brunei for the sultan's horne in
Beverly Hills, Calif. Carlson is a 15-year
resident of Honolulu. Carlson's work will be
exhibited this spring at the Saletta Kinzica
gallery in Pisa, Italy.
JOAN ADELE {PITTAWAY) ELIZONDO, BAS, '83,
teaches kindergarten for the Houston Independent School District in Houston.

'We at WrightB~ are uurl to
supJUt 25Years ofBIOlXl) Athletia;~'

Eagle,l:ho~~,
(208) 939-0377
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PRINCIPAL GElS
JUST DESSERTS
No one can say Helen Brown doesn't
pay her bets - or isn't a good sport,
for that matter. Brown, the principal
at Popplewell Elementary in Buhl,
receives a tasty bath in 30 gallons of
green Jell-0 on a chilly March
morning. The reason: The school's
students recorded 10,000 hours of
reading books this year, the magic
number Brown said they needed to
surpass before she would take her
Jell-0 bath. Each of Popplewell's 650
students read an average of 27 books,
for a total of more than 17,800 read
by the entire stufknt body since
school started in September. Brown,
a longtime Buhl resident, is in her
third year as principal. She received
an MA in education/curriculum and
instruction from Boise State in 1995
and is a former member of the Boise
State gymnastics team. The payoff to
her unique bet attracted the atte11tion
of The Associated Press, and she has
received inquiries from Good
Morning America and the Los
Angeles Times.
DWAYNE DARRELL HINES II, BBA, management,
'83, is CEO of Iron Mountain Enterprises in
Meridian. Hines recently published his eighth
fitness book Fast Lane to Fitness. Hines resides
in Meridian.
MARK K. JARRATI, BBA, management/
aviation, '83, is a KC-135 refueling tanker
instructor pilot, chief of training, assigned to the
22nd Air Refueling Squadron at Mountain
Home Air Force Base. Jarratt was recently
decorated with the Air Force Commendation
Medal for outstanding achievement or
meritorious service, the second time he has
received the award.
JULIA L {LAWS) OPEKUN, AS, respiratory
therapy, '83, is working in the pulmonary
function laboratory at St. Joseph Hospital in
Houston.
NANCY DIANE, (ERmR) DeWITI, BS, biology,
'84, is executive director of the Alaska Bird
Observatory in Fairbanks, Alaska.
SHAWNA L (KAISER) EXLINE, BA, elementary
education, '84, is an early childhood education
and reading specialist with the State Department of Education. Exline previous.ly was
employed with the Meridian School District
where she facilitated parental involvement in
Title 1 programs and coordinated the Accelerated Reader, Waterford Reading and Kindergarten Checkpoint programs.
DARRELL B. IRWIN, BBA, computer information systems, '84, is a senior systems consultant
for Computer Management Sciences Inc. Irwin
resides in Ponte Vedra Beach, Fla.
CECILIA A . (SHOWERS) JEROME, AS, medical
record technician, '84/AS, health information
technology, '84, is employed with Magic Valley
Regional Medical Center in Twin Falls. Jerome
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writes policies and procedures for the health
information management department.
ANNE UTILE ROBERTS, BBA, management/
behavioral, '84, is director of sales in the Boise
market for U.S. Suites. Roberts previously was
an account manager with the company.
GEOFFREY P. SMOKE, BBA, marketing, '84, is
terminal manager for Roadway Express Inc., in
Salem, Ore. Smoke previously was the relay
manager for Roadway in Portland and has been
with the company since 1985.
MICHAEL ROBERT RIDGEWAY, BS, physical
education, '85, was named teacher of the month
for January at Robert Stuart Junior High School
in Twin Falls. Ridgeway teaches ninth grade
earth science and has been with the school for
12 years. He also coaches ninth grade girls'
basketball, is intramural sports coordinator and
is the parent/teacher student organization
representative.
JOHN WIWAM LIEBENTHAL, BA, music, '86, is a
senior copywriter for Publicis, a Boise advertising agency.
JAMES MICHAEL MARIMAN, MBA, '86, is a
community development lender with Key Bank
in Boise. Mariman lives in Meridian.
LAURA J. (HEWETI) TIVIS, BA, psychology, '86,
is an assistant professor in the department of
psychiatry and behavioral sciences at the
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center
in Norman, Okla.
DOREEN L COMPTON, BA, communication, '87,
is a national sales account executive with U.S.
Suites in Boise. Compton previously was the
director of sales for the company in Boise. She
has worked in the lodging industry for more
than 10 years.
c. GRANT KING, BA, history, '87, practices law

in Meridian with King Law Offices.
TIMOTHY D. SHOWERS, BA, art, '87, was
promoted in the U.S. Army to the rank of
major. Showers is a foreign area officer-student
training with the Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey, Calif.
NADINE (LORDS) BALL, BA, elementary
education, '88, teaches second grade at Ucon
Elementary in Ucon.
WADE KRUM, BS, criminal justice administration, '88, is a commissioned deputy with the
Ada County Sheriff's Department in Boise.
KENNETH WAYNE WROTEN, BBA, finance, '88,
is a marketing representative at Alliance Title
and Escrow Corp. in Nampa.
RANDALL seen STOLZ, BA, political science,
'89, is a commercial fisherman in Alaska. When
not at sea, Stolz is pursuing teaching credentials
in secondary social sciences and special
education.

90s
NATALIE A. CAROLLO, BA, elementary
educa tion, '90, teaches adult technology classes
and eigh th-grade English in Rigby. Carollo
received her master's degree in curriculum and
instruction from Idaho State University in 1998.
JAMES WIWAM GRUNKE, BS, political science,
'90, is director of the Washington County
Economic Development Commission in Weiser.
Grunke previously was director of the economic
development department for Clearwater
County.
ANA CAROLYN (OUTHET) MIWR, BBA,
marketing, '90, attends graduate school at
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary in
Massachusetts. Miller lives in Beverly, Mass.

MICHAEL R. REYNOLDSON, BBA, marketing,
'90, is manager of media relations with US
WEST Communications in Idaho. Reynoldson
previously lived in Chicago, where he worked as
a regional director for the Republican National
Committee.
JOSEPH L. DEIBNER, BBA, finance, '91, is an
assistant relationship manager with U.S. Bank's
Boise Metro Business Banking Center.
BRET EUGENE FULLER, BS, psychology, '91, was
awarded a doctorate degree in counseling
psychology from the University of Missouri in
Columbia. Fuller is currently a post-doctoral
fellow at the University of Michigan working as
a research psychologist studying children of
alcoholic parents.
KIM MARIE {DOWDLE) HAMMOND, BA, social
work, '91, is a social worker and case manager
with the Idaho Department of Health and
Welfare in Boise, where she has worked for
eight years. Hammond was named Social
Worker of the Year by Boise's Foster Parents in
1995, 1997 and 1998.
HEIDI L. (HOLBROCK) NEUMILLER, BS, radiologic
technology, '91, is a radiologic technologist at
Immanuel St. Joseph Hospital-Mayo Health
System in Mankato, Minn.
KRISTINE L. ASIN, BA, advertising design, '92,
owns Asin Graphic Design, a freelance graphic
design business in Seattle.
MARK F. HAUETER, BS, health sciences, '92, is
an insurance representative with Country
Companies Insurance in Ontario, Ore. Haueter
was recently named "top salesman" in Oregon.
JEFFREY TODD LOWE, BA, political science, '92,
is a development analyst with the Ada County
Highway District in Boise.
MOUY KATHAUEN YORK, BA, elementary
education, '92, recently received her master's
degree in education from Arizona State
University in Tempe, Ariz.
CARL D. ARRIOLA, BBA, accounting, '93, is a
captain with Idaho Army National Guard
serving a nine-month active duty deployment
with the 115th Mobile Public Affairs Detachment in support of Operation Joint Forge.
Arriola is the public affairs officer for the U.S.
National Support Element based in Taszar,
Hungary, responsible for public affairs activities
in Croatia, Hungary and areas of Bosnia/
Herzegovina. Arriola will continue working as a
control analyst for BMC West Corp. this spring.
KATHRYN MARY "KATE"(RANFT) DRAKE, BS,
nursing, '93, is a registered nurse and director of
nursing at Moscow Care Center in Moscow. She
was selected 1998 employee of the year by her
co-workers.
ZIDDI MWETA MSANGI, BFA, advertising
design, '93, is an assistant professor at the
University of Massachusetts in Dartmouth.
TREVOR L CASTLETON, BS, political science, '94,
works for the law firm of Dial, Looze & May in
Pocatello.
AMY JO LOVELAND, BA, elementary education,
'94, is an NBA Denver Nuggets dancer and a
professional model with Donna Baldwin Talent
Agency. Loveland lives in Littleton, Colo.
FREDERICK J. SHADDICK, BA, history/secondary
education, '94, was recently selected Drama
Teacher of the Year by the Idaho Speech Arts
Teachers Association. Shaddick teaches drama
at Meridian High School.
HOLLY ANNE VAN EPS, BA, elementary
education, '94, was recently named teacher of
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the month at Robert Stuart Junior High School
in Twin Falls. Van Eps teaches eighth-grade
pre-algebra and algebra and is also a member of
the District Math Committee.
KENT A . BATES, BBA, accounting, '95, is an
agent at The Rice Agency, Northwestern
Mutual Life Insurance Co. in Boise. Bates
previously was assistant manager at Crane
Creek Country Club in Boise.
VALORIE R. JONES, BA, history, '95, teaches at
Jerome High School in Jerome.
SHAUNA WARR SAUER. BA, communication/
training and development, '95, owns Global
DOCS, an international document preparation
business in Nampa.
G. SCOTT SINTAY, BA, communication, '95,
received his master's degree in organizational
communication from Purdue University in
Lafayette, Ind. Sintay has been accepted and
given full funding to pursue his doctorate
degree in organizational behavior in human
resource management at the Krannert Graduate
School of Business at Purdue.
KRISTINE LEE WELCH, BA, elementary
education, '95, is owner of Island Alarm
Systems in Freeland, Wash.
KATYA KATHERINE BAJENOVA, BFA, art, '96,
was the featured artist in January at The
Basement Gallery in Boise. Bajenova paints
portraits of singers, instrumentalists and dancers
caught in rehearsal and performance.
TIMOTHY JOHN BELLINGHAM, BBA, computer
information systems, '96, is a programmer II at
Albertson's general office in Boise.
AMY E. CATES, BA, elementary education, '96/
BA, music, '%, teaches fifth grade at Joplin
Elementary School in the Meridian School
District.
JENNIFER LYN DORMAN, BS, chemistry, '96, is
an organic chemist with Alchem Laboratories
Inc. in Boise.
ROBERT J. NEUMILLER, BA, English/writing, '96,
is pursuing a master's degree in fine arts in
creative writing at Minnesota State University
in Mankato.
TANYA LORENE PERRY, BA, English/teaching,
'96, teaches ninth-grade English and is yearbook
teacher/adviser at Meridian High School in
Meridian.
SALIESH ANNE SMITH, BBA, finance. '96, is an
operations accountant with Hewlett-Packard
Work Group in the Laser Jet Division in Boise.
PHILLIP C. CLEMENTS, BS, civil engineering, '97,
is an engineer-in-training with the South Dakota
Department of Transportation. Clements lives
in Pierre, S.D.
MATTHEW J. LISTER, BA. philosophy, '97, is
pursuing his doctoral degree in philosophy at
State University of New York in Albany.
SERGIO JOHN MYERS, BA, communication, '97,
is show producer forE ! Entertainment
Television and lives in Los Angeles.
MARGARET DIANE SANKEY, MA, history, '97, is
studying modern European and American
history at Auburn University in Auburn, Ala.
CASANDRA LEE (NELSON) SIPES, BA, communication, '97, is marketing and sales manager for
The Chart House Restaurant in Boise.
JEFFREY DAVID JOHNS, BA, history, '98, is a
staff historian for the Basque Museum and
Cultural Center in Boise.
ELIZABETH HUONG PHAM, BBA, general
business, '98, is an interpreter for the Mountain
States Refugee Center in Boise.
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Three Boise State music graduates returned to campus last semester to join the Symphonic
Winds in concert. From left, Scott Turpin, Jennifer Robertson and Dennis Keck have gone on
to successful careers in music. Turpin, '95, is a professor of jazz studies, saxophone and
clarinet at Mercer University in Macon, Ga. Robertson, '97, is a graduate assistant who
teaches flute at Baylor University in Waco, Texas, and Keck, '89, is 2nd trumpet player for
the Boise Philharmonic and director of the 25th Army Band at Gowen Field.

WEDDINGS
and Mark Miller, June 7
and Melinda Ann
Gloe, (Aurora, Ill.) June 12
RICHARD WRIGHT and Marlene Mussier,
(Caldwell) June 19
ALISON FAY ROACHE and MORRIS WALTER
JONES, (Boise) June 20
CHAD HURTY and Jolyn A. Smith, (Boise) July 4
THERON THOMAS HOOK and Wendy L. Organ,
(Caldwell) July 11
PATRICIA M. BALLARD and Douglas E. Miller,
(Stanley) Aug. 8
MONICA DeCORIA and Richard K. Nelson Jr.,
(Boise) Aug. 8
COLLEEN ANNETTE FELLOWS and JeffreyS.
McLaughlin, (Boise) Aug. 8
MICHAEL GEORGE AMES and Holly Ann
Manley, (Meridian) Aug. 15
KELLI SUE HAROLDSEN and Richard J.
Tomlinson, (Boise) Aug. 22
ANA MARIA LETE and Bryan Gregory Powell,
(McCall) Aug. 22
AIMIE DIANE STAUFFER and TROY FRANCIS RICE,
(Caldwell) Aug. 29
GREG B. SABALA and DONA JO STILLWAUGH,
(Meridian) Aug. 29
DIANE THERESE FALK and Devin Stephens,
(Meridian) Aug. 29
ROBERT LEE GRIMES and Jennifer Anne
Brumpton, (Boise) Sept. 12
CARLY MOUNTAIN RENFRO and Jason Theron
Driever, (Boise) Sept. 19
CARA MARLENE THORNTON and Ken R. Brown,
(Boise) Sept. 19
JEFFREY TODD LOWE and Jennifer D. Sampson,
Sept. 19
ANA CAROLYN OUTHET

THOMAS PATRICK MYHRE

KIMBERLY KAY BOWMAN and Michael J.
Owens, (Boise) Sept. 26
KRISTIAN GILLETT and Janice Pounds, (Boise)
Sept. 26
WENDY KATHALEEN WILDER and Michael D.
Gould, (Star) Oct. 3
JEFFREY J. BRACKUS and SHANAN L. SALE,
(Boise) Oct. 3
KELLI JEAN PARMENTER and James R. Cornwall ,
(Meridian) Oct. 24
RAYMON DAVID and RUTH LIU, (Boise) Nov. 29

OBITUARIES
JAMES EDWARD BEAN, BBA, general business,
'78, died Jan. 10 at age 69. Bean retired in 1991
as a systems analyst with the Idaho Department
of Education.
GEORGE HARRY BENDERE, BBA, accounting,
'85, died Jan. 3, in Boise at age 61. Bendere
worked for the Idaho Tax Commission from
1985 until1997 when he retired due to illness.
GENI ANN BRICKER, AS, nursing, '74, died
Jan. 1 in Boise at age 48.
ROBERT UOYD DAY, AA, general arts and
sciences, '40, died Jan. 25 in Boise at age 79.
Day was a broker and developer with Day
Realty, which his father founded in 1908. Day
served as mayor of Boise in 1959, helped plan
the interstate freeway, and served on the first
Ada County H ighway District commission. He
was former director and treasurer of the
Greater Boise Chamber of Commerce.
CHARLES F. DEGLER, BBA, accounting, '72, died
Feb. 4 in Las Vegas, Nev., at age 64 of cancer.
ANDREW w. DURIE, AAS, consumer electronics, '83, died Nov. 25 in Pittsburg, Calif., at age
37. He worked for 11 years at Sescoa.

SUSAN EMILIE EISMANN, AAS, child care and
development, '75, died Nov. 23 at age 46.
Eismann was employed for many years at
Parkview Bible Fellowship Day Care Center in
Boise.
MARY JANE GAMEL, BA, elementary education, '69, died Feb. 16 in Emmett at age 82.
Gamel taught school in Pocatello and at Sacred
Heart School in Boise. She retired in 1982.
JANIS DIANA LEVI, BA, social science/
secondary education, '72, died Feb. 24 in Boise
at age 52. Levi had worked as a keypunch
operator for Mountain States Wholesale and
also worked in data processing at Idaho Power,
Provident Federal and Albertson's. She was also
active in Boise Little Theater.
RICHARD JAMES McEWEN, BBA, finance, '74,
died Feb. 25 in Boise at age 52 of cancer.
KENNETH LEE MEEKS, CC, culinary arts, '76,
died Dec. 11 in Pocatello at age 56. Meeks was a
facility maintenance worker for Farmers
Insurance for many years and was selfemployed at Ken's Painting for 10 years.
ROBERT MICHAEL PETERSON, BA, history/
secondary education, '74, died Dec. 11 of cancer
at age 48. Peterson was employed at Kawallis
and Richards Inc. in Boise.
LYLE REYNOLD PRICE, MBA, '78, died Nov.18
of leukemia in Peachtree City, Ga. He was 63.
Price was a cost control scheduler for Bechtel
Corp. in Panama, Kuwait, South Carolina and
most recently in Boston.
JACK QUENTIN RENCHER, BBA, accounting, '70,
died Feb. 27 in Boise at age 50. Rencher worked
at TechniChem Corp. and was also administrator and general manager of Idaho Sub
Contractors Bid Service Inc.
ANNEm LOUISE SPERO, BA, social science, '77,
died Feb. 23 in Boise at age 85. Spero was
employed as a stenographer and secretary by
the federal government from 1936-1984.
GALE LEE WATTERLIN, BA, social science, '78,
died Dec. 12 in Salt Lake City at age 54.
Watterlin lived in Boise and worked as a
substitute teacher and driver education
instructor for the Boise schools.
TODD PATRICK WENZEL, BS, computer science,
'97, died Jan. 18 in Boise of chronic liver failure.
He was 34. At the time of his death Wenzel was
employed by Automated Business Services Inc.
LINDA RUTH (FEWENS) WOODMANSEE, CC,
practical nursing, '85, died Dec. 16 in Boise at
age 57. Woodmansee worked as a nurse for
Intermountain Hospital in Boise.
WILLIAM M. " BILL" WORLEY, AA, general arts
and sciences, '52, died Dec. 3 in El Sobrante,
Calif., at age 76. Worley was a high school
teacher for many years before becoming an
psychology instructor at Contra Costa Community College in San Pablo, Calif., where he
taught until he retired in 1997.0

THE LINES ARE OPEN
Contact your Alumni Office by:
(800) 824-7017 ext.1959 or
(208) 426-1959
FAX: (208) 426-1005
E-MAIL: aalhunt@boisestate.edu
HOME PAGE: www.boisestate alumni.org
MAIL: Boise State University Alumni
Association, 1910 University Drive.
Boise, Idaho 83725. 0
PHONE:

BRONCO FIGHT SONG, MARCHES ON CD
Boise State University's fight song is now
on compact disc.
The university's Symphonic Winds released the CD Orange and Blue Spirit Marches and More in February. The CD's
spirit collection includes the Boise State fight
song, Orange and Blue, and
Les Bois, Boise State's alma
mater, as well as Auld Lang
Syne and the rendition of the
Star Spangled Banner that is
performed at Boise State football games. Also featured are
seven other marches written by
American, German and British
composers.
The compact disc can be purchased for $10 at the Boise State
Bookstore in the Student Union or from the
music department office in the Morrison
Center, 1910 University Drive, Boise, ID
83725.

The University Symphonic Winds, organized in 1941, is the premier performance
ensemble of the university band program. It
includes the All Campus Concert Band, the
Treasure Valley Concert Band and the Blue
Thunder Marching Band.
The Symphonic Winds are
under the direction of music
professor Marcellus Brown.
"The only time our alumni
and fans could hear the fight
song was during games. We
wanted to provide them with
the opportunity to listen to
the song anytime they
want," says Brown
"We think people also
will enjoy the other marches and songs we
have included in the CD."
More information about the CD is available at the music department, phone (208)
426-1772.0

WANT TO HELP? CALL THESE LOCAL CHAPTERS
The Alumni Association provides programs and events that cater to a wide array of
alumni and friends. Several chapters have
been formed to help organize alumni programs throughout the Northwest. Alumni
interested in chapter activities can contact
either the chapter representative or the
Alumni Office for more information.
The following individuals have volunteered to help with Alumni Association
events in various geographic or academic
areas:
PUGET SOUND: Dennis Ward, (253) 8397627 or Tom Dougherty, (425) 640-2325 or
mot@halcyon.com.
EASTERN IDAHO: Doug Ball, (208) 5225656; D uane Dlouhy, (208) 529-3211; or Todd
Mary at (208) 522-5656.
EASTERN WASHINGTON/NORTHERN IDAHO:

Ross Anne Childs, (208) 777-9145 or Jeff
Turpin, (509) 926-4782.
CANYON COUNTY: Dr. Dave Croft, (208)
454-8676 or Dianna Longoria, (208) 4263166.
MOUNTAIN HOME: Dennis Wetherell, (208)
587-9091.
MAGICVALLEY: Emmett Brollier,(208)7361306 or Todd Blass, 733-3821.
COLLEGE OF BUSINESS AND ECONOMICS:

Laura Kubinski, (208) 395-6743.
PORTLAND, ORE.: Anne Glass, (503) 6999262.
ALBERTSON'S CORP.: Steve Tucker, (208)
395-6497.
MICRON TECHNOLOGY: Darryl Wright,
(208) 384-1471 or dwright@micron.com.
RECENT GRADUATES: Dawn Kramer, (208)
426-1831. 0

CAMPUS MOURNS LOSS OF FIVE COLLEAGUES
Boise State mourned the loss of five people
who died earlier this year.
Former education professor and state legislator PAT BIETER, 68, and his wife, ELOISE, 73,
died in a car accident north of Horseshoe
Bend on Jan. 24. Pat Bieter joined Boise
State in 1969 and retired in 1995. He was
elected to the Idaho House of Representatives in 1996. Winner of a 1992 BSU Foundation award for teaching, Bieter was honored this spring when ASBSU named its
annual faculty recognition awards for him.
Former communication professor RICHARD BOYLAND died on Jan. 25 of natural
causes at age 60. In addition to teaching at
Boise State, Boylan also taught in Montana,
Iowa, California and Cairo, Egypt. He was

hospitalized in Boise at the time of his death.
A native of Iowa, Boyland was an international newspaper correspondent and author
of numerous scholarly articles and papers.
Former vice president of finance and administration ASA RUYLE died Feb. 8 in Boise
at the age of 78. Ruyle served as the
university's chief financial officer from 18
years until his retirement in 1994. After his
retirement from BSU, he worked for Superintendent of Public Instruction Anne Fox.
JIM HASKETT, director of information technology, died of complications from nonHodgkins lymphoma on Feb. 10 at age 56.
Haskett joined Boise State as head of OIT
after serving in a similar capacity at Central
Washington University. 0
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BSU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
APRIL

8

Alum News

- Alumni Night at the Theatre, Morrison Center.

AUCTION '99 SET FOR MAY 1

APRIL 17

-

Alumni Food Caravan. Food drive to benefit Idaho Food Bank.

APRIL 2 1

-

Top Ten Scholars/Distinguished Alumni Dinner, Student Union. 6 p.m.

MAY 1

- Bronco Athletic Association/Boise State Alumni Association
Auction '99, Boise Centre on the Grove. 4 p.m.

MAY 4

- College of Business and Economics chapter meeting, Louie's restaurant,
downtown Boise. 5:30p.m.

MAY 14

-

MAY 20
MAY 21
JUNE

10

JUNE 11

Graduation Celebration, Student Union north lawn. Noon.
- Alumni Association annual meeting, Student Union. Noon.
- Golf tournament, Warm Spri ngs Golf Course, Boise.
- Golf tournament, Sandcreek Golf Club, Idaho Falls
- Golf tournament, Desert Canyon Golf Club, Mountain Home

JUNE

- Golf tournament, Clear Lakes Golf Club, Buhl.
24·26- Northwest Swing through Spokane, Seattle and Portland.

JULY

9

JUNE

18

JULY 16
JULY 17
JULY

23

- Golf tournament, River Bend Golf Course, Wilder.
- Golf tournament, Scotch Pines Golf Course, Payette.
Alumni Night at SummerFest/Wine Tasting in Julia Davis Park.
- Alumni Night at Boise Hawks.
-

For more information call the Alumni Office at (208) 426-1959.

Help Your University Celebrate the Past and Look to the Future
Join the BSU Alumni Association Today!
Membership Benefits:
• Invitations to alumni gatherings
in your community
• Use of BSU Library
• Homecoming/reunion
announcements
• Worldwide travel programs

First USA credit card program
Low-cost life insurance
Movie theater discount tickets
Capital Educators Federal Credit
Union
• Use of campus recreation
facilities (withpurchaseofP.E. pass)

•
•
•
•

Name _ _ _ __ _ _ __ _ _ _ _ Soc. Sec.# _ _ _ _ _ __
Year of Graduation
Major

or Year Last Attended
Degree _________

Address
Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City_ _ _ _ _ _ State _ _ _ _ _ ZIP _ __ _ _ _ _ __

Cruises, vacations to Disneyland and
Hawaii and jewelry were among the many
items donated for the Bronco Athletic
Association/Boise State Alumni Association
Auction '99. The biennial auction, the
university's largest fund-raising activity,
will be held May 1 at Boise Centre on the
Grove.
Auction '97 netted more than $276,000.
Proceeds this year will be used fo r scholarships and facility enhancements. At FOCUS
press time, auction organizers had secured
more than $310,000 in donated items.
"Our goal is to net more than $300,000, so
we still need more items," says Bob Davies,
executive director of the Alumni Association.
A portion of the proceeds this year will be
used to establish the Distinguished Freshman Alumni Association Scholarship. Proceeds may also be used to start a fund for an
alumni center.
"The association has grown tremendously
over the last decade. As we continue to
expand and offer more programs, it will
become necessary for the Alumni Association to have its own home- a place where
all alumni can meet," says Davies.
Tickets for Auction '99 are $85 per person. Tickets include admission to the silent
and live auctions, dinner and two drinks.
D onations and tickets can be handled
through the Alumni Office. 0

ALUMNI FOOD CARAVAN
This spring the Alumni Association is gathering food and supplies for the Idaho Food
Bank. The food bank typically receives most
of its donations during the holiday season.
This drive is designed to help replenish the
supply of food that was used over the winter.
"This is a time in which the need is great
and the supplies are low," says organizer and
association board member Kip Moggridge.
The goal is to gailier enough food and
supplies during March and April to form a
caravan to the food bank on April17. 0

ANNUAL MEETING
A lumni Dues: $25 annually
_ _ Check (Payable to BSU Alumni Association)
Visa/MC # 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0
0 0

0 0 0 0

Signature _ __ __ _ __ _ _ __ Expiration D ate _ _ __ _ __

Mail this form and payment to the BSU Alumni Association,
1910 University Drive, Boise, ID 83725.
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The Alumni Association's annual meeting will be held May 20 at noon in the Student Union. The agenda includes the election of board members and officers as well as
progress reports from Boise State President
Charles Ruch, Alumni Association President Dr. Micheal Adcox and Executive Director Bob Davies. Alumni who plan to attend the annual meeting can contact the
Alumni Association at (208) 426-1959. 0

PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

Alum News

By Dr. Micheal Adcox, President

BSU Alumni Association

TEE OFF AT TOURNAMENTS

During Boise State's celebration of its 25th year
as a university in February, a parade of events were
held in the Student Union, Morrison Center, The
Pavilion and Allen Noble Hall of Fame.
The Hall of Fame is especially worthy of mention
because it is the newest of the facilities and is evidence of the growth and maturation of Boise State.
This outstanding facility proVides a physical location where the achievements of our most talented
student-athletes can be recognized and treasured
for years to come. In addition, it now serves as a
gathering place for student-athletes when they come
"home," as many of them did for the 25th anniversary festivities.
While we are very proud of our athletic heritage and accomplishments, the
university is becoming increasingly known for its academic and civic achievements. Many of Boise State's brightest shining alumni have earned national and
international prominence, yet there is no place on campus where they are
recognized.
Where at Boise State does one go to see the accomplishments of those who
have received the Distinguished Alumni Award? Where do we honor our Top
Ten Scholars? Where is the place where Boise State's rich academic history and
tradition are displayed?
Where do we house the infrastructure of the Alumni Association as it grows
and acquires new technologies? Do we have on campus a place where a fatherly
alum can host a wedding reception for his daughter and new son-in-law?
On many campuses, the answer to those questions is an alumni center.
Is it wise and fiscally responsible for the Boise State Alumni Association to
embark upon establishing its own alumni center? This question is being explored
by the executive committee and the board of directors of the Alumni Association.
Investigation of this possibility has also received the support of central university
administration, and the eventual development of an alumni center is part of the
master plan for the university.
While these may be the entities that formalize the commitment, it will be the
work of many that turns this dream of an alumni center into reality.
At which university anniversary celebration do you picture a new alumni
center being showcased? We hope the answer will be forthcoming soon. 0

Rick's Cafe Americain
1----at the Flicks

• GNJal Lunch & Dinner 7 Days AWeek
• Wine Bar, Import Beers aEspresso
• Seasonal Patio aRreside Seating
• Or Enjoy Your Beverage aSnack in One
of Our Theaters
Downtown Boise • 342-4222
(End of 6th St off Myrtle St)

101 rea&JM W~J XOU
should have effective

tax plannir18··
3 5cxd choiCes
Cffii8 C. Riche, CQ\
Joseph .P. &hirls, CQ\
Lelbeft L. Mdz, Jr., CQ\

Take advantage of an opportunity to meet
alumni from your area, renew friendships
and talk to Presi dent Charles Ruch at
Alumni Association golf tournaments this
summer throughout southern Idaho.
Proceeds are designated for a Boise State
scholarship fund to benefit students from
the area in which the tournament is held.
The scramble-format tournaments are
scheduled for May 21, Warm Springs Golf
Course, BOISE;June 10, Sandcreek Golf Club,
IDAHO FALLS; June 11, Desert Canyon Golf
Club,MOUNTAINHOME;June18,ClearLakes
Golf Club,BUHL{MAGICVALLEY);July9,River
Bend Golf Course, WILDER (CANYON
COUNTY); and July 16, Scotch Pines Golf
Course, PAYEITE.
Each tournament will have a shotgun start
at 1 p.m. The entry fee is $85 ($75 in Idaho
Falls) and includes green fees, cart fees,
Alumni Association clothing and a posttournament barbecue. The barbecue at 5:30
p.m. is open to all alumni. Cost for the barbecue for non-golfers is $10. 0

OVERTON PEDALS FOR AIDS
RICK OVERTON, a'93 social sciences graduate and former Arbiter editor, will join the
cyclists taking part in the June 6-11 California AIDS Ride, which last year raised almost
$10 million for prevention of the disease.
Overton is dedicating his ride to the
memory of Brian Bergquist, the assistant
director ofthe Student Union and noted gay
activist who died from a heart attack in June.
Overton hopes to raise more than the
minimum $2,500 in pledges. "Brian did a lot
of great things for people other than himself,
and this is one way I can honor him," says
Overton, a freelance writer in San Francisco.
To pledge, contact him at (415) 821-6228
or e-mail riverton@pacbell.net. 0
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TEN WAYS
TO ENDOW A
SCHOLARSHIP

1. Cash
The most common type of gifts are cash. These tax
deductible gihs can be for general use or a donor specified use.
Gihs can also be mode inhonor or in memory of a loved one.

2. Stocks or Bonds
Gifts of stocks and bonds are considered tax deductible at
market value. For information on how to electronically transfer
or safely mail your gift of securities contact the Foundation
office. Such gifts avoid payment of capitol gains tax.

3. Real or Personal Property
You can deduct the full market value of gihs of appreciated
property such as real estate, art, antiques, etc.

4. Life Insurance
You can gift a paid up policy or designate Boise State as
owner and beneficiary of o policy and get a charitable
deduction for the annual premium you pay. Apolicy is on ideal
way to make o significant lox favorable gift to Boise Stole of o
very low cost.

5. Bequest
Designate Boise Stole os o beneficiary of your will and
significantly reduce estate taxes for your loved ones.

6. Retained Life Estate

,

You can gift your residence, vocation home or form while
retaining occupancy for life and receive immediate lox benefits.

7. Trusts
Secure a lifetime of income for you and your spouse and gain
o considerable lox savings by establishing a charitable
remainder trust.

8. Matching Gifts
You con often increase your gift of cosh or securities by
simply completing o form. Your company may match its
employees' contributions to nonprofit organizations. Please see
your company's personnel office for details.

9. Charitable Lead Trusts
You can provide o gift of income interest to Boise Stole
from on asset for a term of years after which the property
reverts bock to you or your beneficiary.

10. Retirement Plan Gifts
Remainder interest in your retirement pion (IRA, 401 k and
403b) con provide income to your beneficiary and ultimately
benefit Boise Stole University with significont lox savings.

Alumni Oftfce
Boise State University
1910 University Drive
Boise, Idaho 83725
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• First Incoming Minute Free • Free Caller ID
• 'l'axt Messaging Available • Paging

Nokia 2190

Boise Town Square Mall • 887·9485
1890 E. Fairview, Suite 11 C", Meridian • 887·9485
306 Caldwell Blvd., Nampa • 466·4687
124 N. 21st Ave., Suite 5, Caldwell • 459-1525
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AirTouch"'

Inside Intermountain Outdoor Sports Super Store, Meridian
All offers require activation fee and new line of service on selected AirTouch"' Cellular annual calling plans on approval of credit. Long distance and roaming charges not included.
Some restrictions may apply. See store for details.

